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Any time, any device
SmartHub gives members broader access to account data
By Karen Kaley
Cotton Electric has rolled out another tool to better serve the co-op’s
members. SmartHub is not so much
new as it is an improvement for those
wanting to manage their Cotton Electric accounts online.
For many years, we have offered a
way for members to monitor Cotton
Electric accounts, look at billing histories and monthly energy use and pay

WHAT
IS
THIS?
Power cost
adjustment
explained

Power Cost
Adjustment Calculated
The power cost adjustment (PCA) applied to
bills mailed after May 1 is
$0.01240 per kWh.
On a traditional bill,
average use of 1500 kilowatt hours (kWh) would
include a PCA charge of
$18.60 on the May bill.
On a MyChoice account, PCA is added to the
base rate of $0.088923 per
kWh, making the rate appear to be $0.1013 from
April 18 through May 16.

power bills electronically via E-Bill, a
third-party provider.
Members who have been using this
feature will notice the switch right
away when they next log-on. The landing page will have the Cotton Electric
and SmartHub logos on a bright blue
background.
Accounts already set up to use EBill will automatically migrate to SmartHub. Established user names and

We receive many questions from our
members about why bills vary from month
to month. The primary reason is usually
due to an increase or decrease in the kWh
used by the member. Another reason why
bills vary slightly is the Power Cost Adjustment, also called the PCA.
The PCA reflects the increase or decrease in Cotton Electric’s cost of power
purchased from our wholesale power provider, Western Farmers Electric Cooperative. The fluctuation in the PCA is typically caused by changes in the cost of fuel

for generating power.
Cotton Electric’s cost of wholesale power is typically more than 70% of our total
expenses. As a not-for-profit utility, it is
critical that we recover all of the Cooperative’s wholesale power cost from the
members who used power. Our goal is to
break even, and our rates are designed to
accomplish that task.
Part of your monthly kWh rate includes the
PCA. Residential members on Cotton Electric’s General Service rate pay $0.088923
per kWh. The rate includes 6.25 cents per

April 2014 Temperature Extremes
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1
75
53
2
85
63
3
81
45
4
66
40
5
60
40
6
50
46
7
69
47
8
73
42
9
85
36
10
92
45
11
83
49
12
87
62
13
93
43
14
55
29
15
66
24

Avg.
64
74
63
53
50
48
58
58
61
69
66
75
68
42
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passwords should work at the new
log-in page.
Members who have not set up an
electronic account can do so simply
by visiting CottonElectric.com.
Those using a traditional computer
can click on buttons labeled View &
Pay Bill or Pay Online. SmartHub is
optimized for mobile devices, so those
using a smart phone can click on the
Pay My Bill button.
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Average Daily High: 76 Average Daily Low: 47
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Cotton Electric offices
will be closed Monday,
May 26 for the Memorial Day holiday. Emergency calls will be answered at 580-875-3351
or 800-522-3520.

There is also a free app for smart
phones and tablets that bypasses the
Cotton Electric website and takes a
user straight to SmartHub. Look for it
at the iTunes App Store or Google Play.
A Cotton Electric account number
is necessary to get an online account
set up. New users will also be asked to
provide an email address and a password of his or her choice.
See SmartHub, Page 11

kWh to cover the cost of wholesale power.
Cotton Electric maintains your electric system and distributes electricity on the small
difference of 2.6423 cents per kWh.
When the cost of purchased power is
more or less than 6.25 cents per kWh, the
Power Cost Adjustment is increased and
shown as a charge in order to recover the
price we paid for power. When the cost of
purchased power is less than 6.25 cents per
kWh, we return the difference, and members receive a credit.
See Power cost, Page 2

Contact Us

Do you have a story
idea for The Current or
do you need to place an
ad? If so, let us know.
We can be reached
at 580-875-3351 or
by email at info@cottonelectric.com.
The June issue of The
You can also drop us
Current should arrive in
a line at Cotton Electric
mailboxes on June 16,
Current, 226 N. Broad2014.
way, Walters, OK 73572.
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Co-op membership: What’s in it for me?
Exploring the unique benefits of cooperative membership
You set up your electric service account with Cotton Electric Cooperative and you think to yourself, “That’s
done. Now I just have to pay my
monthly bill.” But the truth is, we’re
more than just a utility provider that
you pay each month for electricity. We
have more to offer – and we want you,
our members, to know about these
benefits.
There are more than 900 electric
cooperatives in the U.S. that serve
42 million members. Cotton Electric
Cooperative, your local electric cooperative, serves 22,000 meters with
lines stretching across 5,100 of miles.
So what makes being a member of an
electric cooperative unique?
We’re all in this together. You are
a member of Cotton Electric Cooperative, not a customer. And that means
you have a voice when it comes to the

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
way we do business. Each fall, you
have the option to vote for your board
of trustees. These trustees play a key
role in making important decisions
for our co-op, which is why members’
voices must be heard.
We’re local. It’s likely that you
know an employee of Cotton Electric.
Our employees – your friends and
neighbors – share the same concerns
for our community that you do.
Each year, Cotton Electric provides safety demonstrations for area
schools, sponsors Youth Tour and Energy Camp, and serves as a sponsor
for many community events.
In addition, your Operation Round
Up fund that is administered by the
Cotton Electric Charitable Founda-

tion has donated more than $745,000
to our local communities.
To learn more about our mission to
strengthen our community, visit our
website.
We’re not-for-profit. Cotton Electric Cooperative, Inc. doesn’t offer
profits to investors – we return money over and above operating costs to
you, our members, based on electricity consumption. Annually, electric
co-ops nationwide return millions of
dollars to members through this capital credits process. Last year, Cotton
Electric members received $300,000
in the form of capital credits.
We’re here for you. At Cotton
Electric Cooperative, our mission is
to provide you with safe, reliable, and

affordable electricity. We care about
our members’ quality of life, which is
why our employees are continuously
finding innovative ways to improve
our service.
This month, we are launching a new
service called SmartHub. SmartHub
provides account access and two-way
communication with Cotton Electric
online or via your mobile device. You
can manage payments, notify customer service of account and service
issues, and check your power use, all
at the touch of a button. SmartHub is
available on Android and iOS smartphones and tablets.
These are just a few facts about electric cooperatives that make us unique.
For more information about Cotton
Electric Cooperative and the services
we offer, visit www.CottonElectric.
com.

Electrical Fire Safety
occur during a typical year, leading to
$1.1 billion in property losses. Faulty
electrical outlets and old
wiring are the main
causes of
as are damaged
cords, plugs,
switches, and

Charles Spencer, second from left, was recently elected as assistant secretary-treasurer for the Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC) Board
of Trustees. Spencer is a member of the Board of Trustees of Cotton Electric Cooperative in Walters. Other officers are, from left, Mike Lebeda of
Kay Electric Cooperative, secretary-treasurer; Charles Hickey of Northfork
Electric Cooperative, vice president; and David Ray of Kiamichi Electric
Cooperative, president.

The number
one priority
escape safely.

WFEC board elects 2014-15 officers
Officers for the Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC)
Board of Trustees were elected
during an Organizational Meeting, hosted Wednesday, April 16
at the cooperative’s Anadarko
headquarters. The Board’s Organizational Meeting followed the
Annual Meeting of Members.
These meetings were hosted
after the regular monthly Board
of Trustees meeting. The WFEC
Board meets monthly to discuss
and approve business operations
conducted by their generation and
transmission cooperative.
David Ray (right), who serves
on the Board of Kiamichi Electric
Cooperative in Wilburton, was reelected as WFEC Board President
for the coming year. Other officers
include (from left) Mike Lebeda,

a trustee from Kay Electric Cooperative in Blackwell, who was
re-elected as secretary-treasurer;
Charles Spencer, a member of the
Board of Cotton Electric Cooperative in Walters, who was elected
as assistant secretary-treasurer;
and Charles Hickey, a trustee
from Northfork Electric Cooperative in Sayre, who was re-elected
as vice president.
Other Board members, listed
with their respective cooperative,
include: Colin Whitley, Alfalfa
Electric Cooperative; Herman
Myers (alternate), Caddo Electric
Cooperative; Gary Crain, Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative;
Charles Wagner, Central Valley
Electric Cooperative (NM); Bob
Holley, Choctaw Electric Cooperative; Gene Peters, Cimar-

ron Electric Cooperative; Jerry
Rempe, East Central Rural Electric Cooperative; Donnie Bidegain, Farmers’ Electric Cooperative (NM); Bob Allen, Harmon
Electric Association; Ralph Cunningham, Kiwash Electric Cooperative; John Ingle, Lea County
Electric Cooperative (NM); Ray
O. Smith, Northwestern Electric
Cooperative; Rusty Grissom,
Oklahoma Electric Cooperative;
King Martin, Red River Valley
Rural Electric Association; Jerry
Partin, Roosevelt County Electric
Cooperative (NM); Gary Jones,
Rural Electric Cooperative; Lloyd
Owens, Southeastern Electric Cooperative; Don Ellis, Southwest
Rural Electric Association; and
Heath Sirmons, Altus Air Force
Base (non-voting member).

Energy Efficiency

Power cost adjustment explained
Continued from Page One
The PCA has been a credit 16 times
in the last 24 months. However, increased natural gas prices and demand
for electricity during the extreme winter weather resulted in increased fuel
prices. This month’s PCA is a charge
of $0.01240 per kWh. If a member
used 1,000 kWh, the PCA charge
would be $12.40.

Members monitoring power consumption through MyUsage.com
may notice the rate adjusts around the
middle of every month when the PCA
credit or charge is applied and included with the kWh charge.
If you have any questions about the
Power Cost Adjustment or your bill,
please call us at 875-3351 or 800-5223520.

Tip of the Month
Use shade trees in
landscaping design to
block the sun and reduce
cooling costs. Deciduous trees shed leaves
in winter to let heat in.
Source: Energy.gov

March 2014 Operating Stats
Mission Statement
Our mission is to be
the leader in providing
the most reliable and
innovative
electric
system, with affordable rates, through the
positive, enthusiastic
and professional use
of its resources and
people.

2014
Total Amount Billed/Accrued
$6,189,683
Cost of Purchased Power
4,946,073
Taxes
120,040
Total Operating Expense Per Mile
1,253
Average Farm and Residential Bill
149
Average Farm and Residential kWh
1,408
Total Meters Billed (farm, residential) 18,137
Miles Energized
5,138
Density Per Mile
3.53
New Service Connects YTD
69
Services Retired
58

2013
$5,202,102
3,647,807
93,866
973
135
1,251
17,982
5,135
3.50
93
69

Everyone has exited the building.
area, such as a wastebasket, and
is not growing.

P

Remember the word PASS:
ull the pin. Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle
pointing away from you and release the locking
mechanism.

A im low. Point the nozzle toward the base of the
S queeze the lever slowly and evenly.
S weep the nozzle from side-to-side.
Remember: Know when to go.
and working smoke alarms.
Source: U.S. Fire Administration, National Fire Protection Association
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Photo of the Month
If you would like your community
event listed in the June issue, please
submit information by June 3 by calling 580-875-4255 or send an email to
info@cottonelectric.com.
LETRA hosts fishing tournament
The final spring fishing tournament
at Lake Elmer Thomas Recreation
Area will be May 17. Registration begins at 6:30 a.m. and fishing begins at
7 a.m. Cost is $10 per participant and
the event is open to the public.
Participants can fish from shore or
from a boat. A valid Oklahoma state
fishing license is required. Slot limits
apply. Weigh-out is at noon.
Prizes will be given in two categories: Biggest fish determined by
weight, and overall weight of fish
caught.
For information, call Mark Houseman at 580-442-5858.
Armed Forces parade is May 17
Lawton’s annual Armed Forces Day
Parade begins at 10 a.m. May 17 at
the intersection of Seventh and C avenues. Participants will march west on
C to 11th Street and turn north to Ferris. The procession will head east until
it reaches Elmer Thomas Park.
For information, call Tanna Vu at
580-355-3541.
Freedom celebration set in Hobart
The sixth annual Gen. Tommy
Franks Leadership Institute Celebration of Freedom is set for May 23-24
in Hobart. This Memorial Day celebration recognizes what past and
present military members have done
to protect our nation’s freedom.
The musical festival format will offer five free concerts on three stages,
including a Battle of the Bands, quilt
show and Arts on the Square. Participants can take part in Oklahoma’s
largest silent auction, enjoy the BarB-Q Cook-off and parade, watch the
fly-in and stick around for the 6:30
p.m. concert with headliner Bo Bice,
of “American Idol” fame.
For information, call the Gen.
Tommy Franks Leadership Institute
& Museum at 580-726-5900 or visit
CelebrationOfFreedom.com.
Red Dirt Ball starts summer
Medicine Park’s sixth annual Mayor’s Red Dirt Ball features live performances by up-and-coming Red
Dirt artists from Oklahoma City, Fort
Worth and points in between. Performances will run throughout the Memorial Day weekend.
Performances begin with Tear
Stained Eye at 7 p.m. May 23 at Mainstage. Allen Biffle follows at 8:30
p.m., and Bobby Dale Band at 10:30.
May 24 lineup at the General Store
stage beside the Old Plantation includes Brandon Peregoy Band at noon
and Josh Lamle at 2 p.m. At 4 p.m.,
performances move to Mainstage,
beginning with The Captain Ledge
Band. The Tequila Songbirds follow
at 6 p.m., Ken Morrow & Hired Guns
at 8 p.m., and The Thieving Birds at
10 p.m.
The weekend finishes up with May
25 General Store stage performances
by East Cache Creek at noon and The
Blaine Gillespie Band at 2 p.m. Mainstage performances begin at 4 p.m.
with Rider’s Ford, followed by The
Handsome Devils at 6 p.m., Carter
Sampson at 8 p.m., and The Red Dirt
Rangers at 10 p.m..
There is no admission charge, lawn
chairs are encouraged and ice chests
are forbidden. For information, visit
MedicinePark.com.
Tour de Meers marks 25 years
The 25th Tour de Meers, an annual bicycle ride through the Wichita
Mountains beginning and ending in
Meers, will be May 24.
Registration forms can be down-

loaded at tourdemeers.org. Registration the day of the event begins at 6
a.m. at Meers Volunteer Fire Department station, one mile north of the
Meers Store on Oklahoma Highway
115.
The ride starts at 7:30 a.m. and features a variety of distances from 10 to
63 miles.
For information, visit the website,
call 580-704-6002 or email tourdemeers@gmail.com.
Carp tourney at Duncan Lake
Duncan Lake is the place to be when
the 15th annual Carp Tournament begins at 5 p.m. May 30. There will be
a youth division for anglers under 16,
and an adult division.
When the tournament ends at 2 p.m.
May 31, prizes will be awarded for the
most fish and the largest fish caught.
For information, call 580-255-9538.
Reunion set for Koch employees
Former Koch Oil Industries employees are gathering for a reunion from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 31 at Stephens
County Fairgrounds.
Those interested in attending should
plan to bring a covered dish.
For information, call Hugh Gardenhire at 580-606-0706, Dwight Sanford
at 251-0741 or Evelyn Wortham at
606-0065.

Ruby Murray was photographed on April 24, her 98th birthday, by her daughter, Merle Kirkby. The photo was submitted to
our Mom-themed photo contest by Ruby’s granddaughter, Vickie Combs. Ruby has been a Cotton Electric member for more
than 65 years.
Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest.
Theme for June is Old Glory. Entries can be emailed to info@
cottonelectric.com or mailed to The Current, 226 N. Broadway,
Walters, OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric prize
package of CEC goodies.

Fish, tackle show set for June 6-7
Antique lures and reels will be
among the displays at the Duncan
Fishing and Tackle Show from noon
to 6 p.m. June 6, and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
June 7 at the Stephens County Fair &
Expo Center.
In addition to raffles and fishing and
tackle vendors, this World Association
Tackle Collectors Show will welcome
special guest Danny King, two-time
catfish angler of the year. There is no
admission fee.

LCT closes with ‘La Mancha’
Performance dates will be June 6-8
“Man of La Mancha” is the final and 12 at Lawton Community Theshow of the 2013-14 Lawton Com- atre, 1316 NW Bell Avenue.
munity Theatre season. This award- For information, visit LCT-OK.org
winning staple of American musical or call 580-355-1600.
theater features the classic song, “The
Impossible Dream.” It is the passionate and poignant tale of Don Quixote,
More Community
a noble knight on a holy quest to find
Spotlight on Page 7
compassion not for him, but for others.

Boot & Bling Scoot benefits ACS
Registration has opened for the fifth
annual Comanche County Boots &
Bling Scoot on June 7 in Medicine
Park. A one-mile Fun Run begins at
8:30 a.m., and 5K Color Run follows
at 9 a.m.
Entry fees are $25 for the Fun Run
and $35 for the Color Run. All proceeds benefit the American Cancer
Society.
Interested participants can register
online at www.signmeup.com/99278
or between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday at the American Cancer Society office, 1320 NW
Homestead Drive in Lawton.
Those interested in volunteering or
making a donation to the event can
call E’Lise Spencer at 580-585-7490
or Amber McNeil at 580-574-9343
For more information, visit the
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
ccbandb or email bootsnblingscoot@
gmail.com.

HARD HATS FOR THE JOB. SOFT HEARTS FOR THE
COMMUNITY. People need their power. But the strongest communities share

Domino tourney set for June 7
A fundraiser Domino Tournament has been set for June 7 at the
Vimy Ridge Fellowship Hall in Rush
Springs, 5.5 miles east of the flashing
light on U.S. Highway 81. Registration will be from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
and play will commence at 10 a.m. A
consolation tournament will follow
the main tournament.
Entry fee is $5 each or $10 per team.
Payback will be $200 to first place and
$100 to second place.
The event will include a silent auction and raffle on gas tickets. Breakfast, lunch and other concessions will
be available.
Proceeds benefit the Rush Springs
cheerleaders, who will use the funds
for safety equipment, scholarships
and uniforms. For information, call
LaDonna Sanders at 580-656-2449 or
Garry or Cathy Jackson at 580-4676076 or 470-9390.

more than just reliable electricity; they share simple values. The linemen of your
co-op are proud to have helped members pass along both for generations. Learn
more about the power of your co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Cotton Electric
demonstrates perfect
definition of cooperation
Editor’s note: Four area high school
juniors recently won a trip to Washington, D.C., in Cotton Electric’s annual
Youth Tour essay contest. Each of the essays will appear in The Current.
“One, two, ready, breathe,” the conductor whispers to the choir as they begin to sing. The soft, angelic music pervades the crowded auditorium building.
One wrong note could destroy the entire
performance. It is immensely crucial that
each individual sings his or her own part:
tenor, baritone, alto or soprano. Having the ability to listen to one’s section,
as well as the others, and blend one’s
voice with the people around one’s self
is equally important. One voice should
not be louder or softer than another; they
all need to be balanced. Members of a
choir need to cooperate with one another
in order to present an outstanding performance. They must focus on their common goal and work together as a team
for the sake of achieving that resolution;
they need cooperation.
Cotton Electric is a phenomenal cooperative that demonstrates the perfect
definition of cooperation. Cotton Electric displays mutual support that helps
cooperatives improve services, bolster
local economies, and deal more effectively with social and community needs.
Cotton Electric espouses mutual support that helps cooperatives improve
services. In the 1990s, Cotton Electric

Services took an interest in the Internet
to stay involved with the new trends of
the world. Cotton Internet was designed
to supply consumers who live in highly
populated local areas, such as Lawton
and Duncan, with Internet access.
Cotton Electric and other cooperatives around the country united with
Touchstone Energy in 1998. Touchstone
Energy is a nationwide group of cooperatively-owned utilities that contributes
the best services to customers and their
neighborhoods. Just like members of a
choir must deeply support and encourage one another to improve their performance, cooperatives need to assist other
cooperatives and their own customers to
advance their services.
In addition to mutual support, Cotton
Electric bolsters local economies. The
cooperative is involved in numerous organizations to help its eight-county service area. For instance, Cotton Electric
and its workers are keen participants in
Chambers of Commerce. The cooperative also supports more than 30 schools
in the area with tax money and donations, volunteer work, and activities for
the students. Cotton Electric’s engagements with the local economies have existed for many years and will continue.
Not only does Cotton Electric show
mutual support and bolster local economies, but it deals more effectively with
social and community needs. Some of
the cooperative’s employees offer their

Shayla Barber
Marlow High School
own time after hours to perform community jobs. These consist of firefighters, teachers, coaches, church staff, city
council workers, and much more. At ordinary community meetings in the Cotton Electric service district, the cooperative is represented by its members. They
lend a hand in any way they can to figure
out a solution to any possible issue they
are able to as their electric company.
Cotton Electric Cooperative began an
extra community service when it accepted a program called the Operation
Round Up. This program simply allowed
customers to voluntarily round up their
monthly bills to the next dollar to donate
the extra cents into the Operation Round
Up fund. These are only a couple of
ways Cotton Electric deals more effectively with social and community needs.
In conclusion, the remarkable Cotton
Electric Cooperative brings forth mutual
support that helps cooperatives improve
services, bolster local economies, and
deal more effectively with social and
community needs. Cotton Electric cooperates with its consumers to better the
company and increase the performance
by the employees. The wonderful cooperative is also active in organizations in
its service area. Meeting the needs of its
customers is another way Cotton Electric is involved with the public. It is an
extremely caring cooperative that will
go out of its way just to help its customers.

Eighth-graders selected for
2014 Energy Camp announced
Eight lucky eighth-graders from across the
Cotton Electric service area will be headed to
Youth Power Energy Camp May 27-30. The
students wrote about why they would like to
attend the camp and were selected after an interview.
Students selected to represent Cotton Electric at this year’s camp include Toby Denny,
Randall Higdon and Kassidy Randall, all of
Chattanooga; Cy Ulloa and Naomi Robinson,
both of Indiahoma; Devin Mitchell of Comanche; Kimberly Spoonemore of Waurika; and
Shalyn Bowles of Geronimo.
Youth Power Energy Camp is designed to
help students develop their leadership skills,

have summertime fun and at the same time
learn about one of rural America’s most important industries – rural electrification.
Teens from all over Oklahoma will spend a
week at Canyon Camp near Red Rock Canyon east of Hinton. At Energy Camp, which
is sponsored by Oklahoma’s electric cooperatives, students learn first-hand the world
of electric co-ops through demonstrations by
electric crews. Campers will have opportunities to climb a pole and ride in a bucket truck.
Plus, they will set up and run their own cooperative business.
Activities will include nature hikes, games
and other outings.

A trip up in a utility bucket is one of many activities at
Youth Power Energy Camp.

Start Saving Today for Tomorrow’s College Bills
Another school year is drawing to a
close. If you have young children, you
might be planning for their summer activities. But you also might want to look
even farther into the future — to the day
when your kids say “goodbye” to their
local schools and “hello” to their college
dormitories. When that day arrives, will
\RXEH¿QDQFLDOO\SUHSDUHGWRSD\IRUWKH
high costs of higher education?
Consider this: For the 2013–2014
academic year, the average cost (tuition,
fees, room and board) was $18,391 for
an in-state student at a four-year public
college or university, and $40,917 for
a private school, according to the College Board. And these costs may well
be considerably higher by the time your
children enter college.
Of course, these are just the “sticker”
prices; some families pay less, thanks

WR JUDQWV DQG WD[ EHQH¿WV VXFK DV WKH
American Opportunity Tax Credit and
the Lifetime Learning Tax Credit. Still,
you may encounter some hefty college
bills down the road.
But college is still a good investment
in your child’s future. Over an adult’s
working life, an individual with a bachelor’s degree can expect to earn, on average, nearly $1 million more than someone with only a high school diploma,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
So you’re saving for a good cause.
Unfortunately, you may not be saving enough — or you might not be making the most of your savings. To save
for college, more parents use a general
savings account than any other method,
according to Sallie Mae’s How America
Saves for College 2014 study. These
W\SHV RI DFFRXQWV FDUU\ WZR VLJQL¿FDQW

drawbacks: They typically earn tiny returns and they offer no tax advantages.
However, you do you have some attractive college-funding vehicles available, one of which is a 529 plan. Your
529 plan earnings accumulate tax free,
SURYLGHG WKH\ DUH XVHG IRU TXDOL¿HG
higher education expenses. (529 plan
GLVWULEXWLRQV QRW XVHG IRU TXDOL¿HG H[penses may be subject to federal and
state income tax and a 10% IRS penalty.) Furthermore, your 529 plan contributions may be deductible from your state
taxes. But 529 plans vary, so be sure to
check with your tax advisor regarding
deductibility.
$SODQRIIHUVRWKHUEHQH¿WVWRR
For one thing, the lifetime contribution
limits for 529 plans are quite generous;
while these limits vary by state, some
plans allow contributions well in excess

RI$QGDSODQLVÀH[LEOH
If your child decides against college or
vocational school, you can transfer the
unused funds to another family member,
tax and penalty free.
While a 529 plan is a popular choice
for college savings, it is not the only option available. You also might want to
consider a Coverdell Education Savings Account, which, like a 529 plan, can
generate tax-free earnings if the money
is used for higher education expenses.
You can typically only put in a maximum
of $2,000 per year to a Coverdell acFRXQWEXWLWGRHVRIIHUPRUHÀH[LELOLW\LQ
investment choices than a 529 plan.
Your children may be young today,
but, before you know it, they’ll be packing their bags for college. So, no matter which college savings vehicles you
choose, put them to work soon.
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Community effort builds Kidtopia;
still going strong a decade later
By Karen Kaley
Youth Park in the middle of
Walters may be owned by the
city, but it flourishes because it
has a godmother. Janell Philpott
will blush and tell you, no, that
she only notices when things
need straightening up
“The whole community takes
care of the park,” she’ll say.
Ask her about the history of
Kidtopia, the playground in the
middle of the park, and her eyes
light up. She becomes quite enthusiastic when she talks about
its beginnings. Again, she gives
complete credit to the entire community, including Cotton Electric, for making the playground
dream a reality.
“It was remarkable,” she recalled recently.
“We had committees for everything. Dollie Glenn, Linda Leverett and I were co-chairs. The
Walters Herald had articles every
week. The kids at school were doing things all the time …
“It was just fun. All of the people got involved. It was really a
community thing.”
The first hurdle was to raise
enough money to purchase equipment. The Comanche Tribe made
a significant initial contribution
that really got the fundraising
going. Some of the money came
from simple efforts, some from
grants, some from community
partners.
By October 2003, the community had raised $100,000. It was
time to build.
Before the massive wooden
beams of the playground structures could be placed, holes had
to be dug. Really deep holes.

Philpott said a community partner
took care of that job.
“Cotton Electric crews and digging equipment spent a day digging holes for the posts,” she said.
Then, the community came together and built the playground
in five days. Volunteers brought
their own tools and worked in
four-hour shifts. Some groups
built, some groups brought food
for the builders.
“I don’t think there was a person in Walters who wasn’t involved in making Kidtopia happen,” Philpott said.
“Men, women and children …
all participated. It was a sight to
behold.
“And now, everybody feels like
they own this park.”
And Philpott watches over it
from her vantage point nearby.
She tells of days when the park is
so full it is hard to find a parking
place. She tells of ball teams from
other towns coming to play in the
park’s diamonds and younger siblings reluctant to leave Kidtopia
when the game is over.
She tells of transplanting pecan trees that had volunteered
in neighbors’ yards and hauling
buckets of water to the park until
faucets were installed. She tells
of rounding up help when the
ground cover of wood chips in
Kidtopia needs raking and redistributing.
She rounded up even more
help late last year when the wood
chips had deteriorated with age
and just had to be replaced. Some
of that help came from her friends
at Cotton Electric.
During the December 2013
meeting of the board of direc-

O P E R AT I O N

tors of Cotton Electric Charitable
Foundation, a $5,000 grant was
Download CECF grant applications at
approved to help purchase new
cottonelectric.com.
wood chips.
Deadline
for
2014 second-quarter grant
That bought 280 cubic yards –
applications is May 21.
two semi-truckloads – of wood
chips from Riverside Ranch LLC Operation Round Up is a voluntary program and members
may opt out at any time by calling or sending a letter or
in Norman.
email
stating the account holder’s name, account number
Robin Parker, a spokesperson
and the request to be removed.
for Riverside Ranch, said the
chips begin as virgin pine and
hardwood lumber that has been
cured, kiln-dried and heat-treated
– no chemicals.
After grinding, the chips are run
through a screen that sifts out the
chips too large for use in a playground. The shaking and sifting
also removes sawdust and other
fine particulates.
Parker said this process makes
for a lightweight, soft-impact
product that keeps children safe
and does not deteriorate quickly.
The chips are about a foot deep,
kept inside the playground area
by a wooden border that is a little
bit deeper.
Philpott said the children seem
to enjoy the wood chips as much
as they enjoy the slides, swings,
tunnels and turrets of the playground equipment. She can tell
by the hills and valleys created by
little hands and big imaginations.
She knows that the tire swing
is the most favored feature of the
playground, pointing out how the
wood chips are always kicked
thinnest beneath it.
“We need to get back in here
with some rakes,” she said, looking over the playground she
knows so well.
It’s hard to say who enjoys Kidtopia more, the children or the Janell Philpott said the tire swing is a popular
park’s godmother, Janell Philpott. part of Kidtopia in Youth Park in Walters.

GO UNDERGROUND.
ClimateMaster ® Geothermal
Heat Pump Systems
For deep savings on your energy bill, look no
further than your own backyard.

JUAN RODRIGUEZ

DEMOCRAT FOR
HOUSE DISTRICT 63
Stop Defunding Oklahoma.
Cutting income taxes,
followed by increases in
fees and use taxes doesn’t
save money.
FRIENDS OF
JUAN RODRIGUEZ
PO Box 741
Cache, Oklahoma
73527

Stop Defunding Education.
Over $200 million less
since 2008. Over 30,000
additional students.

www.Juan4oklahoma.com

With a ClimateMaster ® Geothermal Heat Pump
System, you get tax credits, utility rebates, and save
40% - 60% on your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses
geothermal energy to tap the constant temperature of
the earth, keeping your home comfortable year around.
Best of all, a new system usually pays for itself in about
¿YH\HDUVDQGLVDFOHDQHUFKRLFHIRUWKHHQYLURQPHQW
If you’re ready to uncover extra cash each month, call
your local ClimateMaster dealer today.

30% Federal Tax Credit - No Maximum
$800 Per Ton Rebate - City of Walters
Up to $650 Per Ton Rebate Cotton Electric Co-op
climatemaster.com

VAN & COMPANY
GEOTHERMAL, INC.
32 Years of geothermal experience

5315 N. Highway 81
Duncan, OK
www.vanandco.com

vanandcompany @cableone.net

580-252-2205
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Try to avoid getting ‘hangry’
No, that’s not a typo. “Hanger”
and “hangry” are buzzwords that resurfaced in April, thanks to a study
published in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences of the
United States of America. The study
done by Bushman and colleagues
looked at aggression among couples.
One-hundred and seven married
couples participated in the study. Researchers measured their blood glucose levels and aggressive impulses
for 21 days. The study supported a
known biological mechanism for survival. When your blood sugar is low,
you tend to be cranky. When study
participants were angry, their blood
sugar was low.
Low blood sugar happens when your
body is running low on fuel, and anger
or crankiness is often an outward signal that your body needs some fuel.
Even if you do not have diabetes, you
can experience low blood sugar. It is
one of your body’s natural defenses
against starvation. Of course, you
cannot blame all of your anger on low
blood sugar, but knowing this tendency could save you from some needless
arguments.
Your body does best when it gets
some fuel (aka food) every four to five
hours. If you think about your normal

Kim Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD

eating routine, you probably tend to
go longer than five hours between
lunch and dinner without eating. If
you often walk through the door and
feel cranky, angry or so hungry you
cannot think straight, a late afternoon
snack may help.
Make it a balanced snack – some
protein, carbohydrates and healthy
fat. Examples include peanut butter
and fruit, cheese and fruit, yogurt,
nuts and dried fruit, and vegetables
and dip. Keep portion sizes snack-like
or else you may not be hungry for dinner.

A balanced late afternoon snack such as peanut butter and fruit may help
you through your evening routine without getting hangry.
Avoid snacking on candy or desserts, as these can result in rapid increases in blood sugar and then rapid
declines in blood sugar, defeating the
purpose of the snack.
Also, avoid drive-up windows on
the way home. Even the “snack size”
menus offer more calories than you
need and rarely offer balanced snack
options.
It is best to bring a snack from home.
Stock up a lunch box and ice packs

that can keep your healthy argument
prevention intervention at the appropriate temperature.
A snack will not solve all of your
problems, but it may help you get
through your evening routine without
a fight.
Make the snack count by eating
something healthy, and adjust your intake at other meals accordingly.
Your waistline and your spouse will
thank you.

Fuel an active lifestyle,
boost fitness with dairy
(Family Features) Many people are taking advantage of warmer temperatures and increased hours of
sunlight to get fit for the fun season ahead. As they
do, they’ll be looking for ways to fuel their efforts.
Enter dairy, a protein powerhouse that provides numerous benefits to active individuals.

More protein per ounce
The perfect addition to snack or mealtime, dairy
foods offer a convenient way to add the protein
needed to help you achieve your fitness goals.
While helping your body build and repair muscle,
as well regulate metabolism, it also keeps you satisfied longer. In fact, just one serving of milk, cheese
or yogurt provides approximately 8 grams of high
quality protein, including all essential amino acids.
When it comes to smart snacking, dairy really packs
a protein punch.

Protein-packed whey
Whey protein is a high-quality protein found naturally in dairy foods, and it provides the nutrients
that help promote better health.
Need a helpful way to remember this beneficial
nutrition source? Think “Y-M-C-Whey” when
you’re looking to fuel your fitness efforts:
• Y is for Yogurt: Enjoy this versatile food at any
time of day. Double up on protein with Greek yogurt, which often contains twice the amount as regular yogurt.
• M is for Milk: Reach for low-fat chocolate milk
after exercise. The protein it provides supports
healthy muscles and the carbohydrates help refuel
you with energy.
• C is for Cheese: Grab a slice, wedge or stick
when you need something to tide you over between
meals. The protein in cheese can curb hunger, which
makes it a great tool for weight management.

Rainbow Fruit and Cheese Kabobs are a colorful way to stay curb hunger and keep fit.
• W is for Whey: Add whey protein powder to 1/2 cup pineapple, cut into 3/4-inch cubes
kiwifruit, peeled and cut into 6 pieces
your post-workout smoothie or cereal, which can 1
1/4
cup blueberries
help build and maintain lean muscle.
purple grapes
It’s simple to power your fitness goals – whatever 6
they may be – with dairy. Find more nutrition information and recipes to power up at www.dairy- To make a rainbow for each kabob, thread onto
a straw a piece of cheese, a strawberry halve, a
makessense.com.
cantaloupe cube, a pineapple cube, another piece
Rainbow Fruit & Cheese Kabobs
of cheese, a piece of kiwi, 2 blueberries, a grape
Servings: 6 Prep time: 15 minutes
and another piece of cheese. Repeat pattern with remaining straws.
Nutritional information per serving: 135 calories;
6
straws (8-inches or longer)
6
ounces Monterey cheese, cut into 18 cubes 9 g fat; 7 g protein; 8 g carbohydrates; 1 g dietary
1/2 cup strawberry halves
fiber; 25 mg cholesterol; 135 mg sodium; calcium
1/2 cup cantaloupe, cut into 3/4-inch cubes
22 percent of daily value.

Old Time
Tent Meeting
LOCO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
JJune 1st - 4th, 7 p.m.
p Nightly
g y

Gorgeous Custom Built Home
Minutes from Historic Medicine Park
(/DNH'U
6T)W
%HGURRPV
)XOO%DWKV
&DU*DUDJH
2SHQ'HVLJQ
*UDQLWH7KURXJKRXW
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(YHU\ZKHUH
*UHDW9LHZV
(OJLQ6FKRROV
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Evangelist
Lynn Phillips
p
Music by
Th Gospel
The
p Travelers
Free Meal Nightly at 6 p.m.
Pre-Service Activities & Games after meal.
Call Pastor Don Clark for more information
Home: 580-657-3820 or Cell 580-504-2636
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Community Spotlight
Rocketeers launch monthly
Red River Rocketeers (RRR) has a new launch
location. Wolfe Field is in the Bray area, southeast
of Clear Creek Lake. A map to the site is posted on
the RRR website, RRRocketeers.homestead.com.
RRR, a sport model rocketry club based in Duncan, hosts rocket launches when the weather permits. The next launch will be a noon May 31.
All RRR launches are open to the public. No
model rocket is required. Rockets are available for
newcomers to launch.
Club meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month at Red River Technology
Center in Duncan.
Duncan Lions open rodeo is June 26, 27, 28
For information about the group, its meeting and
Duncan Noon Lions will present the annual open launch dates, visit RRRocketeers.homestead.com.
rodeo at 7:30 nightly June 26, 27 and 28 in Claud
WMASC offers regular weekly activities
Gill Arena, just south of the Stephens County fairWichita Mountains Area Senior Citizens offers
grounds.
Admission price at the gate is $8 for adults and $3 a variety of activities and sponsors weekly and
monthly events at the Legion Building near Medifor children.
Proceeds from the event are used in Stephens cine Park.
County to promote vision conservation, provide Potluck dinners, games and TV are offered every
scholarships and support other local charitable ef- Monday from 6 to 10 p.m.
Cecil Gardner’s famous homemade Indian tacos
forts.
are featured at the Indian taco sale held on the secBray, Bray-Doyle plan all-classes reunion
ond Saturday of each month. Drinks and desserts
All former and current Bray and Bray-Doyle stu- are included at $5.50 per plate.
dents and teachers should mark June 28 on their A dance is held each Friday. Doors open at 6:30
calendars as the date of the All-Classes Reunion. p.m., dancing begins at 7.
The event will be from 4 to 7 p.m. in the Bray Com- For information about other activities, visit Wichmunity Center.
itaMountainSeniors.org.
Finger foods and drinks will be provided at the All activities are held in the Legion Building on
come-and-go reception, where classmates can visit Wildhorse Road near Medicine Park. From Interand catch up with old friends.
state 44, take Exit 45 to Oklahoma Highway 49.
In addition to a $5 attendance fee, there will be Traveling east, bear right onto Wildhorse. The
a silent auction and a raffle of a handmade quilt. building is on the right.
All proceeds will go to the Bray-Doyle Scholarship
Honor guard serves southwest Oklahoma
fund.
Information is available by calling or texting Ma- Seeing a need in the area, military veterans formed
rie Whaley at 580-656-0868 or sending her an email an honor guard to provide services at funerals for
all military veterans. The guard is made up of veterat mariewhaley@cableone.net.
ans from all branches of the armed forces and three
Food pantry open twice monthly
veterans’ organizations.
Walters Community Food Pantry is open from 8 The uniformed guard furnishes a 21-gun salute,
a.m. to 10 a.m. on the second and fourth Saturdays plays taps and folds a flag for presentation to the
of each month. The pantry is in the old City Hall, family. The guard travels anywhere in Stephens,
131 1/2 W. California Street.
Cotton, Comanche and Jefferson counties.
Pantry organizers try to provide a two-week sup- There is no charge for the service, but donations
ply of basic staples to anyone with identification.
are accepted.
For information, call Roger Noland at 580-591- For information about joining the guard or secur6826.
ing its services, call L.D. Williams at 580-439-8244.
DLT presents ‘Always, Patsy Cline’
Duncan Little Theatre presents “Always, Patsy
Cline,” a show based on a true story about Cline’s
friendship with a fan from Houston. The two maintained a correspondence from the time they met in
1961 until Cline’s tragic death in 1963. The show’s
title comes from her letter closing, “Love always,
Patsy Cline.”
Musical numbers include “Crazy,” “I Fall to Pieces” and “Walking After Midnight.”
Performances will be at 7:30 p.m. June 12, 13 and
14 in the chapel at First Baptist Church, 901 W. Ash.
For information, visit DuncanLittleTheatre.com.
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It’s A

WIN WIN
at

CASINO

FREE TO JOIN!
FUN TO PLAY!
Members can receive special discounts, including
instant Comanche Credits & participate in
promotions based on carded play. New members
will receive $7 Comanche Credit.
Sign up at the Player’s Club today!

ACROSS
1. Italian cheese city
6. Fed
9. Rights activist
Parks
13. Bitter aloe compounds
14. Octagonal motif in
oriental rugs
15. Maple genus
16. Shabby (slang)
17. Chopping tool
18. Shakespeare’s
epithet
19. Regain
21. Mega-electron
volts
22. Unhappy mood
23. NY pharmacy
Duane ___
25. Metrical foot
26. 1950’s Nash automobile
31. Digits
33. Affectional
34. Engine additive
35. Any small tubular
structure
36. Lifted something
heavy
41. Liquefied natural
gas
43. __ of Avila, Saint
44. 2nd Greek letter
45. Assumed the existence of
46. Actress Rooney
49. Claudio __, Chilean pianist
51. Turkish leader
titles
52. Don’t know when
yet
53. Rectangular groove
joint
59. Mythological birds
60. Type or kind
61. White bear

Senior’s Day!

Seniors 50 & up can join us from
Noon - 6 p.m. every Tuesday for a
$5 Comanche Credit & $5 free meal.
Valid ID Required. Exclusions Apply.
See Player’s Club for details.

$20,000

Over 100
Gaming
Machines
62. Native American
group
63. V
64. Author Walker
65. Back talk
66. Doctor of Education
67. Jazz trumpeter
Malik

DOWN
1. Henry’s last wife
Catherine
2. Wings
3. College army
4. Myth (Spanish)
5. Hungarian word for
mum
6. Old World lizard
genus
7. Dinner jackets
8. Last possible mo-

ment
9. Jewish spiritual
leaders
10. Central Florida city
11. Any watery animal
fluid
12. 198 L Egyptian dry
measure unit
20. Prophylactic
24. Before
26. Drench
27. ___ River
28. Disorderly crowd
29. Heat unit
30. Medieval capital of
Flanders
32. Fencing swords
37. Weekday (abbr.)
38. Vietnamese offensive
39. Point midway between E and SE

40. Father
42. Disjointed
43. Yearly tonnage
(abbr.)
44. Lowest male singing voices
46. Jacobs, Ribot &
Gasol
47. Athens’ marketplace
48. Contests
50. Gathered fall
leaves
54. Three banded armadillo
55. A cord necktie
56. Spot on a radar
screen
57. Components considered individually
58. Elm, maple or oak

Sunday - Thursday
Noon - 11 pm
Friday - Saturday
Noon - 1 am

Comanche
Star Grill
Sunday - Thursday
Noon - 10 pm
Friday - Saturday
Noon - 11 pm

580-250-3100
ComancheNationCasinos.com
Route 3 Box 82A Ɣ Walters, OK 73572
See Casino for details. Must have valid ID.
Management reserves all rights.
©2011 Comanche Star Casino
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Hitches

Is Your
Trailer Road
Safe?

Before

•Gooseneck
•Receivers
•5th Wheel
•RV Couplers
•Brake Controls
•Airbags for a smooth ride

After

• Repairs • Brakes
• Wiring, Lights • Inspections
• Accessories
With 231 255-watt photovoltaic modules on the
roof, Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center (WMWRVC) is the largest distributed generation solar installation in the Cotton
Electric service area. The Audit Committee for
the Cotton Electric board of trustees met there in
mid-April and got a tour of the facility and how
the solar array powers the center. In the photo
at left, Larry Phillips, Cotton’s superintendent
of technical services, points out the day’s meter
readings for Cotton trustees Dewayne High, center, and Marvin Scherler.

M&M Trailer Service, LLC
Marlow, OK
Wood & Resistall ® Flooring
2 Miles W. of Hwy
7 & 81, 1/2 mile N.
580-658-6510

Great Selection of trailer
parts & pickup
accessories

63$5.6&216758&7,21
DOZERS - TRACKHOES

WHEEL
L LOADERS - DUMP TRUCKS
TR
GR

At right, Cotton Electric CEO Warren Langford
discusses the solar array control panels inside the
visitors center. Those listening, from background
left, are Larry Phillips, Cotton VP Jeff Simpson,
trustee Dewayne High and Tim McCary, president of the board of trustees.
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Has The Drought Taken Its Toll
On Your Stock Pond Water?
Call For Your Estimate!
To Clean Out Or Enlarge Your Ponds!
Ricky Sparks
580-658-6442
5
OR

5580-450-3673
Ralph Bryant, deputy refuge manager, left,
and Joe D’Arrigo, maintenance supervisor,
meet with the Audit Committee to discuss
their experiences with the solar installation.
Photos by Jennifer Meason

CORNISH
Insured & Bonded

%HDYHU&UHHN5RR¿QJ &RQVWUXFWLRQ//&

Serving Lawton Since 1980

0HHWLQJ7KH6KLQJOH 0HWDO5RR¿QJ1HHGV
,Q6RXWKHUQ2NODKRPDIRU<HDUV
5HIUHQFHV$YDLODEOH &RQWDFW'XVWLQ6RUUHOV
)XOO\/LFHQVHG ,QVXUHG


PAINTING &
CONSTRUCTION INC.
&RPPHUFLDO,QGXVWULDO
Interior & Exterior
'U\ZDOO)LQLVK
6SUD\3DLQWLQJ
&RQVWUXFWLRQ
0DQDJHPHQW

6209 W Gore Blvd, Lawton

A+DFFUHGLWHGZLWK%%%2.5RR¿QJ/LFHQVH
ZZZEHDYHUFUHHNFRQVWUXFWLRQOOFFRP/LNH8VRQ)DFHERRN

Chisholm
Trail Farm Credit
Financing Farms & Ranches throughout Central Oklahoma

580-536-0575

Farm & Ranch Land
Livestock & Equipment
Operating Expenses

Gary Kafer & Wayne Harris
3

25

139

580-588-3717
05/31/14

05/31/14

05/31/14

Wish your
dentures
let you do
this?
Introducing a revolutionary process with advanced technology for replacing missing teeth:
ALL-ON-4 DENTAL IMPLANTS. Your smile and lifestyle will improve with this treatment
and you can start enjoying your favorite foods again - immediately after your procedure!
Dr. Juan Lopez is proud to introduce this cutting-edge technique. Imagine being able to walk out
of the office the same day with teeth that look and function like natural teeth!

Call Today for your complimentary consultation!
A $200 Value!

Juan R. Lopez, DDS

(580) 713-0270 • lawtoncosmeticdentistry.com
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On the Hill
Gypsy Horses
$100 off breeding fee
or purchase of horse
Clockwise from top right: Randy Lee, Warlock
and Linda Lee pose in front of the Lee home.
Randy Lee gets an affectionate greeting from
Warlock’s Fancy Lady, a Gypsy sport horse. A
blustery wind blows the feathers and mane of
Dancer, a Gypsy horse. Smokey would like to
remind everyone that Warlock’s is not the only
pretty face at On the Hill Gypsy Horses.

Gypsies live in Stephens County
Lees offer breeding, training of flashy, gentle horses
By Karen Kaley
Warlock’s magic worked on Linda Lee the first
time she saw him.
Linda and her husband, Randy, have owned and
trained horses for a very long time. About five years
ago, they decided to make a business of breeding
and selling horses. Randy told Linda to pick a breed
to focus on.
Research on the internet led her to the Gypsy
breed, developed from foundation stock in the
United Kingdom and relatively new in the United
States. Photos of the showy horses had Linda mesmerized.
The Lees traveled to a breeder in Texas, with
plans to purchase their first Gypsy horse. They came
home with two mares and a surprise: Warlock.
“I always said I wouldn’t have a stallion until I
met Warlock and the gypsy breed,” Linda said.
Warlock is quite spellbinding. The black and
white piebald coloring makes one think of a pinto
but his long, flowing double mane, thick tail and
feathered legs, coupled with his powerful build, tell
first-time observers he is something else.
He’s attractive and he knows it.
“When we are out anywhere, people start taking
pictures. Warlock will hear camera shutters and
stop to pose,” Linda said.
Move in for a closer inspection, and one finds
Warlock is more than a pretty face and muscular
body. He’s a sweet and gentle fellow, as drawn to
people as they are to him. He offers a kiss and a
nuzzle, searching for pockets filled with hidden
treats.

“Warlock is so calm, my grandbabies can crawl
all over him,” Linda said.
That gentle temperament is a standard of the
Gypsy horse, along with the sturdy build and flashy
appearance. They were developed to work, to pull
gypsy wagons carrying families. They had to be
up to the task physically, get along with elders and
youngsters, and blend in with the gypsy persona.
These qualities make the Gypsy horse a versatile
all-around horse, Randy said. A Gypsy can be a
pampered show horse or work cattle. They are good
for trail rides or pulling carts and work implements.
Warlock and other Gypsy horses pass all of those
traits to their offspring. The Lees have six other
Gypsies, some from Warlock, and all are beautiful,
gentle and powerfully built. They also have a couple of Gypsy sport horses, crosses between Warlock
and a quarter horse.
The Lees train horses with natural horsemanship
and imprinting, a method that begins within hours
of birth. Photos and video of Randy handling and
bonding with newborn Gypsy sport foal Warlock’s
Fancy Lady can be found on the couple’s Facebook
page named for their business, On the Hill Gypsies.

4-PERSON GOLF SCRAMBLE
(Men and Women’s Teams)

Saturday, May 17
Registration—8:00-8:45 a.m.
Shotgun Start—9:00 a.m.

WALTERS LAKESIDE
GOLF COURSE
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New Sidewalks Grand Opening
May 15th! We will be open late!
Come check out our sales &
enjoy refreshments with us!

$120 Per Team
(Includes Lunch & Cart)
TROPHIES & DOOR PRIZES

Closest to Pin &
Longest Drive Contests

“Like” Us On Facebook To Keep Up
With All Our New Items Coming In Every Week!

Ashlie Magby
Massage Therapy

580-641-2275

Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

213 W. Main, Marlow, OK

580-658-9026

SPONSORED BY
WALTERS EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Form teams by calling Linda Ledford at 875-2041,
Betty Minton at 875-2128, or Janell Philpott at 875-2616 or
Register with Richard Glenn at golf course.

They have a website, too – www.On-the-Hill.net
– where there are more pictures of the foal and other
horses that are for sale. There is a lot of information
about Gypsy horse standards and about how to arrange for breeding with Warlock.
While Warlock is an import and comes from foundation stock that carries an oral lineage, he has been
DNA-tested and is listed with the Gypsy Horse
Registry of America.
The Lees guarantee a live foal as long as contractual obligations are met. Warlock has sired about 20
foals since the Lees have owned him.
The website also has fee information, but Cotton
Electric members can present a Co-op Connections
Card to get a discount of $100 on the breeding fee
or purchase cost of a horse.
Visiting On the Hill Gypsy Horses is by appointment only. Give Randy or Linda a call at 580-6562475 or 641-2022 or send an email to lee@on-thehill.net.
You will soon learn about the magnificent Gypsy
horse from a couple in the business of raising the
finest of the breed right here in southwest Oklahoma.

RACE TO
SAVINGS
WITH SRTC

Sign-up for a new
or additional SRTC
telephone, television or Internet
service and receive a $50 credit to your bill.
Also, have your name entered into a drawing to win
two tickets to the NASCAR FALL RACE at the Texas
Motor Speedway! (Two winners, each receiving two
tickets.)

VERNON OFFICE
7110 US Hwy 287 E
Vernon, TX 76384
(940) 886-2217
(888) 886-2217

HASKELL OFFICE
113 N Ave. D
Haskell, TX 79521
(940) 863-1125
(888) 863-1125

SEYMOUR OFFICE
310 W California
Seymour, TX 76380
(940) 889-1125
(877) 889-1125

ask@srcaccess.net
Some restrictions may apply. Services where available. Nascar Fall Race will be held
in Novemeber at the Texas Motor Speedway. 2 year service agreement required.
Customer account must be in good standing at the time of race to qualify.
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Take a peek at what SmartHub looks like:
Quick
Links

Manage your
personal info

Daily, weekly &
monthly use info

Eclectic Echo

Notification
options

825 West Main Street
Duncan, OK 73533
580-255-ECHO (3246)

Over 4,000 sq. ft.
of Quality Furniture
& Accessories
for Your Home

Member Name

Follow Us On
Facebook
Open: Tues-Sat
10am-5pm

Facebook
access

Comprehensive
account status

One-click
payment access

Access to
Help

METAL BUILDINGS METAL ROOFING

SmartHub puts power of data
in hands of Cotton members
Continued from Page 1
Registration does not
obligate a member to
make payments online.
This tool is a great way
to check on the current
status of accounts. Information available includes the amount of a
current bill and past due
dates.
SmartHub has a My
Usage tab that provides
access to a variety of
historical information
about an account. For
example, members can
compare
month-tomonth power use or see
a year’s worth of kWh
use on a bar graph overlaid with high, low and/
or average temperatures.

SmartHub puts all the
power of managing personal information in the
hands of members who
use it. Email addresses
and phone numbers can
be updated any time
online or with the app,
eliminating the need to
call Cotton Electric offices during business
hours.
Members can set up
multiple contact points,
too. Separate phone
numbers and email addresses for each member
of the household can be
added.
Additionally,
members can choose to have
a variety of notifications
delivered to all or some

of the contacts in a ways
that work best for them.
For example, from the
Notifications tab, users can elect to have a
Bill Available, Payment
Confirmation or DQ (delinquent) Notice sent via
email, text message or
both.
SmartHub is a secure
website and app, which
protects sensitive personal information. Users
can safely store checking account and/or credit card information to
make payments.
To eliminate the need
to keep track of due
dates, the Billing &
Payments tab has a link
called Auto Pay Ac-

PURLIN TUBING

1706 N. 2nd Street, Marlow, OK

counts that members can
use to set up automatic
payments. This SmartHub feature also eliminates having to submit
paperwork to the co-op.
These are just a few
of the enhancements
SmartHub offers. Visit
CottonElectric.com or
download the app to
see more and keep an
eye on The Current for
announcements about
more ways SmartHub
can help you.

Metal Building Components
for
Commercial, Residential, Farm,
& Ranch

580-658-1156
Allan Houser: Legend Born Free

Ideal for sororities, social clubs, church groups, scouts,
daycares, 4--H, etc. All ages. Creativity project.

Limited Scholarships Available. Duncan, OK

www.facebook.com/onthechisholmtrail/events
Phone: (580) 252--6692

Email: leah@onthechisholmtrail.com

Movie Makers/Video Camp
Develop, write, film & edit a movie in one week!

July 7-11
Ages 11-13 9:00am - Noon

Ages 14+ 1:00pm - 4:00pm

Crocheting
July 14—18 2:00—4:00pm

Learn the basics for today’s hottest trends.
Flip Book Animations
Saturday, July 19
Ages 5-7 10:00—noon Ages 8-11 1:00—3:00pm

Drawing I with Brenda Phillips
July 21 –22
Ages 11--13 10:00——noon
Ages 14+ 1:00——3:00pm

Watercolors
July 23—24

Ages 11—13 10:00—Noon, Ages 14+ 1:00—3:00pm

Hello! It’s Me! Portrait Drawing
th
st
July 28 th– Aug 1 st

Middle School 10:00—12:30 / High School to Adults 1:00-3:30
Instructor: Crystal Mayes

Learn new drawing techniques and you might just discover a little more about yourself, too.

METAL DETECTING
JULY 12
National Day of the Cowboy
-8/<ಧ
)UHH)DPLO\)XQ
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A well-placed tree
can lead to

May 12, 2014

Always look up before planting a tree. To keep
safe, remember to Call Okie, 1-800-522-OKIE,
before digging for any reason.

Trent Marlett points out the benefit of planting
deciduous trees in strategic locations. This Bradford pear blocks summer sun on the south side
of a Cotton Electric building, giving air conditioners a break. During winter, leafless branches
allow passive solar heat to come in the windows.

Summer foliage offers shade, bare limbs let winter sun in
By Trent Marlett
Now that we are in the middle of
spring and the weather outside is really nice, some people have started
planting flowers. This is also a good
time to start planting some trees.
Trees offer more than eye-appeal,
though. They also can function as
energy-saving additions to our homes.
If planted properly, trees can make a
dramatic impact on our energy consumption.
On hot, sunny days, we all know
to look for the shade of a tree, where
temperatures can be as much as 20 degrees cooler. With that in mind, consider how hot a home gets in the summer and how hard the air conditioner
has to work to keep it cool. Imagine
how much less the air conditioning
would need to work if the house was
in that 20-degree-cooler shade.
The U.S. Forestry service offers
guidelines on where and how to plant
trees to reduce energy consumption.
I’ll outline some of what they are.
Because Oklahoma summers and
winters can be so extreme, we have
to keep both seasons in mind when
planting trees to help with energy consumption.
During summer months, the path of
the sun begins in the east and peaks
almost directly overhead. This means
there is a time of day when it is almost
impossible to shade a home.
To maximize the power of shade,

plant trees with a maturity height of at
least 25 feet on the east and west side
of the home. A tree that tall should
be planted at least 10 to 25 feet away
from the house.
Also, trees can be planted on the
southwest or south side of the home to
help out even more.
For shade from the morning and
evening sun, plant smaller trees with
lower limbs on the northeast and
northwest side of the home.
Summer shade trees need to be deciduous trees, which lose their leaves
in the winter. We don’t want shade
over the home during cold weather.
For the winter months, we need the
sun’s energy to help heat our homes
and take some of the load off our heating systems. If trees near our homes
are bare in the winter, the sun can
shine through and help heat the home.
The winter wind is another major
contributor to increased wintertime
energy use. The strong north wind
finds ways to enter homes through
small cracks in windows, bad seals
around windows and doors, under
floor plates, plumbing penetrations,
and even electrical sockets.
If there is a way to block the wind,
there will be less air leakage. This is
where dense evergreen trees can really come in handy.
The ideal tree to plant for a windbreak
is one that is very dense and keeps its
foliage in the winter – evergreens. Op-

Fruits
&
Veggies
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HPDLOZHOGUUSU#VEFJOREDOQHW

SNAP
Approved

DORIAN’S STAND
4½ miles North of Marlow
580-721-9018

Ice Cold Slices!

Ken Graham

is excited to announce his
candidacy for District Judge.

Graham graduated from
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
in Weatherford. For the next ten years,
he taught school, coached football,
raised cattle, and farmed in Comanche
County.
Upon graduating from the University
of Oklahoma College of Law in 1981,
be began working as an assistant
prosecuter in the District Attorney’s
RI¿FHLQ&RPDQFKH&RXQW\/DWHUKH
entered private practice in Lawton and
has represented clients from Comanche,
Stephens, Jefferson, Cotton, Kiowa,
Grady, Caddo and Jackson counties
over the last 33 years. Graham and
his family have been members of the
Cotton Electric Cooperative for the last
40 years.
Graham and his family lived on a farm west of Indiahoma from 1973-2008. During this
time, he practiced law in Lawton and his wife, DeDe, taught school in Lawton, Indiahoma
and Snyder. In 2008, DeDe retired from Snyder Public Schools and they moved to
Duncan, to be closer to their daughter, Dr. Demetra Cox, and her family.

timally, the evergreen crowns should
go all the way to the ground.
To get the most out of a windbreak,
plant the trees upwind of the area to be
protected, primarily to the northwest
and north of the building. Windbreak
protection can extend for a distance
10 times the height of the tree, so they
don’t have to be planted close to the
home.
In other words, a row of 30-foot
trees can be planted as far as 300 feet
from the house and still provide a
good windbreak.
These trees can be planted in straight
or curved rows and close enough together that their crowns at least touch.
Forestry Department diagrams show
what happens when a 35-mile-perhour wind comes to a windbreak 50
feet away from a house. The wind rises over the break and the wind speed

between the home and the windbreak
is reduced to just 10 miles per hour.
Always remember to plant trees a
safe distance from your power lines.
Trees that can reach heights of up to
40 feet should be planted at least 20
feet away, and trees that can grow
over 40 feet high should be at least 50
feet away from power lines.
With properly planted deciduous
trees for shade in the summer and evergreen trees to block the bitter north
winter wind, the Department of Energy estimates that energy consumption
can be reduced by 25 percent throughout the year.
So, while the weather is nice – and
we hope to see some spring showers – think about planting trees. Not
only will they enhance the appearance
of your property, they can make your
electric bill more attractive, too.

153 Acres for Sale South of Walters,
crop and pasture land, great hunting,
Cache Creek goes thru middle of property,
lots of deer. Priced to sell. $1,450/acre

80 Acres Near Red River:
south of Temple, trophy deer have
been taken off this property.

17 Acres & a House South of Waurika,
great horse ranch.
Call for other listings.
GLC AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
GERALD COLLIER
2%}
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Dig it
By Karen Kaley
Imagine digging a hole about five
and a half feet deep and a couple
of feet across. A post-hole digger
would be the best tool, but what if
you had to dig thousands of them?
Early-day Cotton Electric employees dug those holes with shovels. If poles were spaced about the
same as they are today, it would
have taken about 2,700 hand-dug
holes to string the first 150 miles of
line energized in 1939.
The co-op has grown quite a bit.
Cotton Electric had 5,137 miles of
energized line in February. At 18
utility poles per mile, that would be
92,466 holes. In many places, there
are more than 20 poles per mile, so
an estimate as high 100,000 would
not be unreasonable.
We couldn’t do it without digger trucks and heavy equipment
operators like Chuck Ballard. Having been on the construction crew
in that capacity for most of the 23
years he has worked for the co-op,
Ballard has developed a practiced
touch that is fascinating to watch.
A heavy-duty belt holds an orange-yellow remote controller
about waist high on Ballard, easy
for him to reach. He is so familiar
with the device that he manipulates
the levers and switches without
looking.
The digger truck has a boom, a
basket and a winch, is equipped
with augers taller than most men,
and a device that can clamp a pole
and swing it into place. Ballard op-
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Heavy equipment operator Chuck Ballard
uses practiced touch to get hole job done
erates nearly all of it standing on
the ground, his head cocked back,
eyes focused on the machinery
movement.
Ballard said it is important to
keep his eyes up, watching the action.
“I’m responsible for a lot. While
I’m swinging poles around, picking
up heavy objects, hanging transformers and setting poles on hot
lines, I’ve got to watch what I’m
doing.
“Everything I do has a potential
danger to the rest of the crew,” and
like everyone else on the Cotton
Electric crews, Ballard is always
doing his best to get the job done
safely.
“The part of my job I take most
seriously is trying to keep these
other guys safe. I consider everyone on this crew my friend and I
don’t want to hurt any of them.”
He also does the job well. He’s
dug enough holes in enough different places that he is a bit of an
expert.
“A lot of thought and knowledge
goes into digging a hole and doing
a good job of it,” he said.
“Every hole is different. The soil
type and whether there is rock or
sand can make a difference. It takes
a while to get the feel for everything.”
Ballard said he can gauge the
difference in the soil by observing
things around him.
“I can tell by the sound of the
truck. I’m usually standing pretty

Employee Spotlight
Chuck Ballard

close to the digging spot and get
cues from the feel of the ground.”
Some holes are harder to dig.
Those in rocky areas can be really
difficult and take a very long time to
dig. He recalled taking two days to
get through in a particularly tough
spot in the Wichita Mountains.
The opposite is a problem, too.
“Sometimes, the ground is too
soft or swampy,” Ballard said. “I’ll
pull the bit out and the hole collapses. I’ll dig some more, the hole gets
bigger and may collapse again.”
Building power lines in the great
outdoors of southwest Oklahoma
suits Ballard just fine. He has lived
in the Walters area all his life, fishing, hunting, tending cattle and
raising a family.
He and his wife, Rita, have four
children and eight grandchildren
between them.
Austin Ballard lives in Walters,
as do Jennifer and Ernie Herr, who
are the parents of Haleigh Hull,
11, and Shooter Herr, 5. Lacy and
Dustin Hill of Georgia are the parents of Maycee, 6, Jerzee, 8, Lane,
12, and Haylee, 13. James Barber
of Fletcher plans to marry Melody
in June.
“I’m claiming her kids as my
grandkids,” Ballard said.
The new family will include
Rylee, 5, and Mercie, 7. Just the
right ages to think about digging a
hole to China.
With a Grandpa like Chuck Bal- Chuck Ballard has been a heavy equipment
lard offering advice, they may suc- operator for most of the 23 years he has
ceed.
worked for Cotton Electric.

Scherler Insurance Agency

LIGON’S
GARDEN CENTER
Let

NOW PROVIDING

HEALTH INSURANCE!

HELP YOU GET GROWING!

Christian Thomas & Stacy Turner

Come See Our Extensive Inventory
and Knowledgable Staff!
301 S Hwy 81, Duncan, OK 580-470-8848
..PO'SJt4BUt4VO

Walters
202 W. Missouri

Don’t forget to pamper your pet at
Backdoor Bling Dog Grooming!
Come meet our NEW GROOMER Amy!
C

580-875-6000
Auto - Home - Health - Farm
Boat - Motorcycle - Crop - Commercial

FLINN
FURNITURE

Name Brand Furniture,
Quality Mattresses,
Home Theater Equipment

Free Delivery
Within 30 miles!

“Like” Us On Faceboook
580-658-3459
EST. 1969
Mon-Fri 8:30-6:00
Sat 9:00-5:00
925 S Broadway, Marlow, Oklahoma

Furniture from
Brands You Can

Trust

Call for your appointment today!

FLINN FURNITURE COMPANY

QUALITY FLOORING
Hardwood, Carpet, Ceramic, Laminate, Vinyl

EST. 1969

Is It Time To Replace Your Flooring?
Let Us Help You!
With Over 40 Years Of Installation Experience.
925 S Broadway, Marlow, OK 580-658-3459
Mon - Fri 8:30-6:00 Sat 9:00-5:00

