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Do you have a story 
idea for The Current or 
do you need to place an 
ad? If so, let us know.

We can be reached 
at 580-875-3351 or by 
email at TheCurrent@
cottonelectric.com.

You can also drop us 
a line at Cotton Elec-
tric Current, 226 N. 
Broadway, Walters, OK 
73572.

The power cost adjust-
ment now being applied 
to bills mailed after June 
1, 2023, is $0.01176  per 
kWh.

 

On a member’s aver-
age bill of 1,300 kilowatt 
hours (kWh), this will 
amount to a charge of 
$15.29 on the June bill.

Day High Low Avg.
 1 73 45 59
 2 81 45 63
 3 71 53 62
 4 77 56 67
 5 95 60 78
 6 93 56 75
 7 87 60 74
 8 87 58 73
 9 89 67 78
10 83 65 74
11 82 64 73
12 92 66 79
13 79 63 71
14 79 66 73
15 77 65 71
Source: srh.noaa.gov/oun/

Day High Low Avg.
16 78 60 69
17 82 56 69
18 81 64 73
19 84 59 72
20 76 54 65
21 77 53 65
22 81 50 66
23 84 60 72
24 84 63 74
25 78 66 72
26 79 62 71
27 83 62 73
28 80 64 72
29 86 63 75
30 88 64 76
31 88 65 77

Cotton Electric offic-
es will be closed July 4 
for Independence Day. 
Emergency calls will be 
answered at 580-875-
3351 or 800-522-3520.

The next issue of The 
Current should arrive 
in mailboxes on  July 17, 
2023.Average Daily High: 82    Average Daily Low: 60

Mission Statement
Our mission is to 

safely deliver reliable 
and affordable pow-
er, provide excellent 
member service, and 
improve the quality of 
life in the communi-
ties we serve. 

Another great year for a 
special co-op tradition 

Dell Farris has been ap-
pointed trustee for District 9 
in the Cotton Electric service 
territory. He fills a seat for-
merly held by Ronnie Bohot 
since 2009 until his passing in 
February 2023. Farris will fill 
out the remainder of Bohot’s 
term, due to expire in 2025.

The business and affairs of 
Cotton Electric are managed 
by a board of nine trustees 
representing geographical dis-
tricts with similar densities of 
service. District 9 is situated 
on the northwest side of Jef-
ferson County and southern 
Stephens County, with a few 
meters also in Cotton Coun-
ty. Approximately 700 miles 
of Cotton Electric line serve 
1,601 members in District 9.

Farris is a native of Okla-
homa, originally from Add-
ington. He graduated from 
Waurika High School in 2006 
and furthered his education 
at Oklahoma State Universi-
ty where he graduated with 

a Bachelor in Agricultural 
Economics and Minor in Fi-
nance. He now lives south-
west of Comanche, where 
he and Caitlin, his wife of 3 
years, raise their 18-month-
old daughter, Caroline. 

Farris is currently a vice 
president and loan officer 
with American Nation Bank 
in Comanche. When he’s not 
working at the bank, he enjoys 
farming and ranching with 
his family. They run stocker 
cattle, have cow-calf pairs and 
grow wheat. He also attends 
First Baptist Church in Wal-
ters and is currently a Board 
of Director for the Stephens 
County Farm Bureau. In re-
cent years, he has been active 
in the Oklahoma Farm Bureau 

Young Farmers and Ranchers 
program, Comanche Cham-
ber of Commerce and the 
Stephens County Livestock 
Growers Association.

Before being appointed to 
the Board of Trustees, Farris 
knew of Cotton Electric as his 
source of electricity, receiving 
updates from the monthly 
newspaper, and that the co-op 
was a big employer for several 
good people in the area. 

Farris is looking forward to 
the different experiences as a 
newly appointed trustee will 
bring. He also mentions the 
great amount of encourage-
ment he’s received recently.

“I am looking forward to 
the opportunity to serve and 
give back to my community, 

while learning new things and 
being a representative for the 
members of District 9,” Farris 
said. “I am excited in meeting 
and getting to know the peo-
ple of Cotton Electric.”

Throughout the process of 
becoming a Trustee, Farris 
extends his gratitude to those 
around him.

“I would like to thank ev-
eryone for their openness and 
encouragement, and for their 
welcoming spirit and sup-
port,” Farris said. “I look for-
ward to this opportunity, and 
I greatly appreciate it and you 
all.”

Farris appointed to Cotton Electric Board of Trustees

Dell Farris

By Carli Eubank
The days are filled with cheers, sweat, smiles and excitement. 

Competitors line up on the track, ready for their race to start. 
Electric co-op volunteers wait anxiously at the finish line to 
congratulate the athletes and hand them their place cards. A 
wide range of emotions are experienced at these competitions 
each May when athletes, families and volunteers come together 
for Special Olympics Oklahoma.  

 One of the biggest traditions of Oklahoma’s electric coop-
eratives is volunteering at Special Olympics Oklahoma with 
the Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives (OAEC). 
More than 150 co-op employees exemplified co-op principles 
of Cooperation Among Cooperatives and Concern for Com-
munity and volunteered for this year’s events. Among those 
volunteers were two from Cotton Electric Cooperative: Kyle 
Graham, member service representative, and TJ James, jour-
neyman lineman. 

Volunteering at Special Olympics was something that James 
always thought about doing and this year was his first year to 
help with the event. One of his biggest takeaways happened be-
fore the games even started.

“The Opening Ceremonies was an amazing experience be-
cause you get to see how excited the participants were to be 
competing in the games,” James said.

During the ceremony, athletes representing each region are 
introduced, awards are presented, and the torch gets lit. Then, 
with much excitement, the competitions begin. 

Continued on page 5
Cotton Electric Member Service Representative Kyle Graham and Journeyman Lineman TJ 
James congratulate an athlete at the finish line. Photo courtesy of OAEC.
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April 2023 Operating Stats
   2023  2022
Total Amount Billed/Accrued $5,448,149  $5,815,796
Cost of Purchased Power 3,832,647 4,329,948
Taxes 119,837 130,578
Total Operating Expense Per Mile 1,076 1,145
Average Farm and Residential Bill 116 121
Average Farm and Residential kWh 874 867
Total Meters Billed (farm, residential) 19,377 19,183
Miles Energized 5,258 5,227
Density Per Mile 3.69 3.67
New Service Connects YTD 141 145
Services Retired 46 37
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The      Current

Upcoming 
Deadlines for 
The Current

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Looking for additional ways to save energy this summer? 
Your laundry room is a great place to start. Wash clothes 
with cold water, which can cut one load’s energy use by 
more than half. Your washing machine will use the same 
amount of energy no matter the size of the clothes load, 
so fill it up when you can. When drying clothes, separate 
the heavier cottons. Loads will dry faster and more evenly 
if you separate heavier cottons like linens and towels from 
your lightweight clothing. 

Source: Energy.gov 

Providing reliable power 
to you is, and will always 
be, top priority for Cot-

ton Electric Cooperative. These 
days, power reliability seems to 
be making news now more than 
ever. 

As the energy industry con-
tinues to transition and more 
segments of the economy are 
becoming electrified, such as ve-
hicles, machinery and even lawn 
equipment, additional pressures 
are being placed on our nation’s 
electric grid. With summer 
storm season upon us, I thought 
it would be a good time to tell 
you about a few measures we’re 
taking to ensure you continue 
receiving the reliable power you 
depend on and deserve.

Let me be the first to say I love 
trees and the charm they add to 
our communities, and I know 

you do too. While trees provide 
shade and add beauty to our 
area, you may be surprised to 
learn that overgrown vegetation 
can account for a large number 
of power outages. 

That’s why we strive to keep 
the co-op’s power lines clear in 
right-of-way (ROW) areas. A 
ROW area is the land a co-op 
uses to construct, maintain, 
replace or repair underground 
and overhead power lines. This 
ROW enables Cotton Electric 
to provide clearance from trees 
and other obstructions that 
could hinder distribution pow-
er lines. The overall goal of our 
vegetation management strate-
gy is to provide reliable power 
to our members through clear 
cutting, trimming and herbicide 
application to areas where trees 
can come in contact with lines. 

By clearing trees and brush, 
there are fewer service inter-
ruptions and in the event of an 
outage, line crews are able to 
work more quickly and safely 
in an improved environment to 
restore your power. In order to 
maintain cleared areas, we re-
turn to apply a carefully chosen 
herbicide spray which will elimi-
nate any regrowth and maintain 
the cleared area. 

Although it may seem coun-
terintuitive, we also maintain 
power reliability through 
planned, controlled outages. By 
carefully cutting power to one 
part of our local area for a few 
hours, Cotton Electric crews 
can perform system repairs and 
upgrades, which ultimately 
improve electric service. Please 
make sure we have your correct 
contact information on file 

to receive notifications when 
planned outages are scheduled.

Vegetation management and 
system upgrades are essential 
tools in ensuring power reli-
ability and minimizing the risk 
of outages. We are continually 
assessing the system and work-
ing on projects to improve 
service quality. I encourage you 
to follow us on social media so 
you can learn about the latest 
co-op updates. Also, please give 
me a call with any questions or 
concerns you might have. I can 
be reached at 580-875-3351.

From the CEO
Preparing to serve you better

Jennifer Meason, CEO

July
Ad Sales Deadline June   30
Classified Deadline June   30
Publish Date July   17

August
Ad Sales Deadline July    28
Classified Deadline July    28
Publish Date Aug.   14

WE HOPE YOU HAVE A
WONDERFUL DAY

STAY SAFE THIS
HARVEST SEASON
Be sure everyone in your operation knows
what to do in an emergency
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Energy Efficiency
Emerging home energy technology

Homeowners are always 
looking for ways to save 
money on their energy 

bills, at a time where we are plugging 
in even more devices throughout our 
homes. Energy savings technology is 
constantly evolving, and new home 
energy savings devices are being de-
veloped regularly. There are several 
emerging home energy savings devices 
that aim to improve energy efficiency 
and reduce energy consumption. Here 
are a few examples: 

1. Smart Thermostats: 
Smart thermostats are one of the 

most popular energy tech devices 
in homes. Although they have been 
around a while, their technology 
continues to improve. Features like 
geofencing have changed these devices 
from simple programmable tools, to in-
tuitive and constantly learning devices. 

The new era of smart thermostats can 
learn patterns in your daily routine to 
auto adjust the scheduling to be more 
efficient.

2. Smart Vents: 
These integrated vents are taking the 

adaptability of smart thermostats to 
the next level. Smart vents along with 
their wireless remote room thermo-
stats, or pucks, provide the user with 
room level temperature control. They 
use room temperature data to open 
and close based on the room’s occu-
pant needs. They are compatible with 
many smart thermostats and voice as-
sistants. 

3. Smart Lighting: 
LED lighting combined with smart 

controls allows for efficient lighting 
management. Smart lighting can auto-
matically adjust brightness, turn lights 

off when a room is unoccupied, and 
even integrate with motion sensors or 
light sensors to optimize energy usage. 

4. Advanced Power Strips: 
These power strips reduce standby 

power consumption by automatically 
cutting power to devices that are not 
in use or in stand-by mode. They also 
include designated outlets for essential 
devices that need continuous power.

5. Energy-Efficient Appliances: 
The market offers an increasing 

number of energy-efficient applianc-
es, including refrigerators, washing 
machines, dishwashers, and more. Ad-
vancements in motor and compressor 
technologies has allowed for better 
performance in these appliances while 
consuming less energy. Appliances 
like heat-pump dryers can reduce con-
sumption by at least 28% according to 
the Department of Energy, and up to 
60% according to some manufacturers.

6. Innovations in Water Heat-
ing: 

Much like other appliances, water 
heaters have advanced considerably in 
their efficiency. Heat pump water heat-
ers can be 4 times as efficient as their 
traditional resistance counterparts. 
They utilize a compressor and heat 
pump technology to heat water. There 
are some installation requirements for 
these units, and something you should 
speak to a licensed contractor about. 
Even traditional resistance water heat-
ers have come a long way. “Smart” 
models allow users to control tempera-
ture settings remotely, or set and adjust 
schedules from their phone. Features 
like leak detection and auto shutoff 

valves also help owners to protect their 
homes from catastrophic water dam-
age. 

7. Energy Monitoring Systems: 
These devices track and display re-

al-time energy consumption of appli-
ances and other systems in your home. 
Most monitors can be purchased and 
installed relatively cheap. They do re-
quire some input from the homeown-
er. The more input you provide, the 
more accurate your data will be. The 
associated apps allow you to see what 
systems are using the most energy in 
your home. The daily and monthly 
summaries are a great way to track how 
improvements or changes in your hab-
its have affected your energy consump-
tion. 

These are just some of the technol-
ogies available to consumers today. 
There are many options to suit every 
homeowner’s needs and budget. Home 
energy technology is constantly evolv-
ing, and new devices are emerging all 
the time.  

For questions or more information 
on how you can save, visit www.cot-
tonelectric.com/energy-efficiency or 
call our offices at 580-875-3351.

WE’RE PROUD TO 
POWER YOUR LIFE.

BUILTBUILT  by our community.by our community.
SHAPEDSHAPED  by our community.by our community.

LEDLED  by our community.by our community.

Heath Morgan,  
Energy Efficiency  

Coordinator

Most smart thermostats give you the ease of controlling your home’s tempera-
ture from your smart phone. 

Got 
Electric 
Fencing? INSPECT IT 

REGULARLY 

Make sure that fencing is visible.
Use electric fence tape, warning 
signs or other methods.1.

Inspect electrical fencing regularly. 
Ensure everything is tight, secure

and free from frays. 2.
Make sure your electrical fence is 
tight and well-supported. 
A lack of support can cause it to sag.3.

Cap posts, especially metal T-posts.
This prevents an animal (or human) 

from being impaled. 4.
Check for a loose or sagging fence. 
Not only can animals escape, but wires 
can fall out of insulators. 5.

Learn more about electrical safety at:
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Cotton Electric 
Charitable Foundation 

Duncan Community Residence was awarded a CECF grant to purchase new 
windows. Pictured left to right: ( front row) Melanie Wilkins, board vice presi-
dent; Renee Brooks, DCR administrator; Debbie Kirk, office manager; David 
Moore, board member; Zach Young, Cotton Electric Director of Marketing 
and Communications; (middle and back row) residents of Duncan Communi-
ty Residence.

A recent Cotton Electric Charitable Foundation (CECF) grant was awarded 
to the Stephens County Honor Guard to help purchase new uniforms for their 
members. Pictured left to right: Cotton Electric Director of Marketing and 
Communications Zach Young, Stephens County Honor Guard Vice-Com-
mander Steve Condit, Treasurer Dan Mitchell, Commander Jerry McAdory, 
and member Kirk Werner.

AmVets Post 11 received a CECF grant to purchase office supplies and repairs. 
Pictured left to right: Carli Eubank, Cotton Electric communications spe-
cialist; Carlos Arriaga, public relations officer; Dan Davis, post commander 
and a service officer. Other AmVets Post 11 officers not pictured include: Ken 
Youngblood, first vice-president and finance; Jerry McAdory, second vice-pres-
ident; Gayla Laufenberg, adjutant and a service officer; John Wostal, assis-
tant finance; David McAllister, judge advocate and a chaplain; Paul Parrish, 
provost marshall; Jon Everett, a service officer; and Bob Cox, a chaplain.

Real Estate & Auction Co.
Todd Robertson, Owner / Broker / Auctioneer

1705 S. Hwy. 81 - Duncan, OK
580-252-3880

www.FarmsRanchesLand.com

“WE SELL LAND AND everything ON IT”
Meet Our Real Estate Professionals . . .

Tammy VaughnTodd Robertson Cace Robertson

Venessa Swanson Mary Swanson

Realtor AssociateOwner/Broker
Auctioneer

Realtor Associate

Realtor Associate Realtor Associate

Let Land Pros
Work for You!

38 years Experience
Farms / Ranches

Homes / Recreation
Commercial Equipment
Business Liquidations

Local, State, and National Marketing.
It is our goal to provide the very best counsel, advice and service 

possible for any of your Auction and Real Estate needs.

Jennifer Wolston
Realtor Associate

ALTUS
1200 East Broadway

Altus, OK 73521
580.379.6000

LAWTON
104 NW 31 St.

Lawton, OK 73505
580.536.2121

DUNCAN
2110 Duncan Regional 

Loop Rd.
Duncan, OK 73533

580.251.6600

CHICKASHA
210 Mary Bailey Drive
Chickasha, OK 73018

405.222.9222

We embrace New and Innovative 
Treatments that emerge each year in 
the Fight Against Cancer. Our doctors 
and nurses are cancer specialists and 
our staff is highly trained to support you 
as a cancer patient.

We encourage you to help us fight 
cancer by getting annual cancer 
screenings. Early detection improves 
outcomes and saves lives.

Is Our Fight
Your Fight

Home is where
healing begins
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Cotton Electric Journeyman Lineman TJ James cheers on an athlete crossing 
the finish line. Photo courtesy by OAEC.

Cotton Electric Member Service Representative Kyle Graham gives an athlete 
a place card at the end of the race. Photo courtesy by OAEC.

RIGHT-OF-WAY
PROFESSIONALS

WEEK
June 12-18, 2023

This week, we’re recognizing the professionals
who manage distribution lines to ensure we

have the essential services we depend on.
Thank you for your leadership and service!

Continued from page 1
Athletes train and compete year-

round to qualify for the state games. 
Walking, running, wheelchair races, 
softball and bean bag toss are just a few 
of the competitive events. Electric co-
op employees volunteer at the track 
and field events, helping athletes line 
up before the races, cheer them on, re-
cord their times, meet them at the fin-
ish line or direct them to the awards 
ceremony. 

2022 was the first year Graham vol-
unteered at the Special Olympics, and 
the genuine comradery between the 
volunteers and the athletes was one of 
the reasons he volunteered again.

“One thing I’ve really enjoyed the 
past two years of volunteering is being 
able to play a small part in giving the 
athletes a chance to compete,” Gra-
ham said. “Win or lose, majority of the 
athletes were just happy to be there, so 
being able to provide that opportuni-
ty to them is something volunteers are 
fortunate to do.”

A moment that stood out to James 
was a softball team cheering in the 

stands for each athlete “like their life 
depended on it,” even though none of 
them knew any of the athletes compet-
ing. He later found out that the team 
raises money throughout the year to 
support Special Olympics.

“I’m very blessed to work for a com-
pany who wants to contribute to this 
event and give employees the opportu-
nity to be part of such a phenomenal 
experience,” James said.

Graham recommends volunteering 
for Special Olympics to anyone who 
has the ability to do so because the 
organization serves a community that 
otherwise wouldn’t have the same op-
portunities. 

“Watching the athletes compete, 
handing them their place cards and 
seeing how happy it makes them is 
something I relish,” Graham said. 
“Giving or receiving a high five, shout 
of excitement or hug are what this 
event is all about.” 

Members can get involved with Spe-
cial Olympics Oklahoma, too. Learn 
how by visiting www.sook.org under 
the Get Involved tab. 

Audiology & Hearing AID of Duncan
“Serving Duncan Since 1995”

Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids

Hearing Aid Supplies
All Brands Repaired

*Pack of Batteries-$3.00*
*ReSound Dealer*

aHearing Evaluation
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onservationHearing Aids

580-252-9005
22112266 N HWY 81, STE 26B • CHISHOLM MALL, SOUTH ENTRANCE

Cynthia Reidenbach - Hearing Aid Tech
Matt Campbell - M.S., CCC-A

AUDIOLOGIST

Audiology & Hearing AID of Duncan
“Serving Duncan Since 1995”

Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids

Hearing Aid Supplies
All Brands Repaired

*Pack of Batteries-$3.00*
*ReSound Dealer*

aHearing Evaluation
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580-252-9005
1206 N HWY 81, STE 26B • CHISHOLM MALL, SOUTH ENTRANCE

Cynthia Reidenbach - Hearing Aid Tech
Matt Campbell - M.S., CCC-A

AUDIOLOGIST

*We Accept Insurance*
*Pack of Batteries, $3*

* Resound Dealer*

BEARFEATHERS
BBQ

RESTAURANT 
LOCATED AT: 

201 OAK MAIN
COMANCHE, OK

CUSTOM BBQ CATERING
(PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE)

580-439-5611

Eck Drug & Gift
Toll Free: 1-800-259-2384
Fax:    580-228-3290

Bus: 580-228-2383

Dana “Biff” & Valerie Eck
Doctors of Pharmacy

101 S. Main
Waurika, OK 73573

For all your prescription needs!

Apache Auction Market
Thursday 8 a.m.

Apache Video 
Wednesday 10 a.m.

800-926-9696      580-588-3840

Livestock Marketing, Inc.

Stockers, Feeders, Cows, Bulls & Pairs

205 W. Main, Marlow 
580-658-2295

Marlow Real Estate

Debbie Lynn Benton
Broker/Owner GRI
Cell: 580-658-1177

debbie@marlowrealestate.com

“Selling our listings, would like to sell yours.”

Always Ready
to go the “Extra Mile” for you.

www.marlowrealestate.com
www.realtor.com

Ochsner 
Dozer-Trackhoe 

Service

580-704-2226
For estimate on your job call Jeff

Pond, Terraces, Tree Clearing, 
Building Pads, NRCS Work, etc.



As temperatures increase and sunny 
days abound, it is easy to be footloose 
and fancy free. As you spend more 
time outdoors, keep these safety tips 
in mind to have a great summer.

Pools and hot tubs
Before opening your pool or hot tub 

for the season, ensure there is ground 
fault circuit interrupter protection on 
underwater lighting circuits, as well 
as for lighting around pools, hot tubs 
and spas. Have your pool’s electrical 
system inspected. Faulty wiring can 
cause swimmers to experience electric 
shock drowning. 

Boating/Swimming
When boating or swimming, know 

that faulty wiring can cause the wa-
ter to become energized. Never go 
swimming near boats plugged into 
shore power or docks with an electri-
cal source. Energized water can cause 
electric shock drowning. 

Outdoor activities
According to the National Light-

ning Safety Council, approximately 
440 people are struck and killed by 
lightning each year.* Nearly two-thirds 
of the deaths occurred while enjoying 
outdoor leisure activities — 33% of 
the fatalities occurred during water-re-
lated activities such as boating, spend-
ing time on the beach and swimming, 
while 14% happened during sporting 
activities such as fishing, soccer and 
running. 

During a storm
When angry clouds roll in, take 

them seriously. Have a weather app in-
stalled on your phone to inform you 
of weather alerts. Lightning can occur 
up to 10 miles away from the heart of 
the storm, so if you hear thunder, take 
cover. A watch means that conditions 
are likely for severe weather to devel-
op; a warning means take action. 

When playing 
When flying drones, remote-con-

trolled planes, toys or kites, fly them in 
a wide-open area free from overhead 
power lines. If a toy or object gets 
stuck in an overhead power line, do 
not try to remove it. Instead, call your 
electric utility and a crew will address 
the issue safely.

Ensure that overhead power lines do 
not run through or over a tree before 
your child starts to climb. Select trees 
that are in a wide-open space without 
overhead power lines nearby.

If kids are playing with a ball and it 
goes inside a substation fence, teach 
them to never touch or climb the fence 
to attempt to retrieve it or any other 
item. Instead, call your electric util-
ity to safely take care of it. The same 
precaution applies to a pet or animal 
inside the fenced area of a substation. 

For additional outdoor electrical 
safety tips, visit www.CottonElectric.
com or www.SafeElectricity.org.

*Analysis of lightning-related deaths 
in the U.S., 2006–2021

Source: SafeElectricity
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Stay safe while spending 
time outdoors this summer

of lightning fatalities are associated with 
outdoor recreational activities.

2
3

LOVE THE       UTDOORS?
BE SAFE OUT THERE

Do not use generators in 
enclosed areas. The same 
goes for grills, camping 
stoves or other small 
appliances that produce 
carbon monoxide. 

Pay attention to weather 
forecasts before you go 
canoeing or boating. Get 
off the open water as soon 
as you hear thunder. 

Look up for power 
lines while fishing 
or sailing.  

If you hear thunder 
or see lightning, do 
not seek shelter 
under a tree.

Going for a hike?

Tent camping? Plan ahead, seek 
shelter in a hard-top vehicle or four- 
sided building during a storm or at 
the first sight of lightning.

FACT: Fishing is the 
most common outdoor 
activity associated with 
lightning-related deaths.

X

For more information, visit:

If you have a family member 
with special needs, you 

might face emotional and 
physical issues, but you also 
may be concerned about 
maximizing the financial 
support your loved one 
requires. Consequently, 
you may want to consider 
establishing a special needs 
trust.  
    This type of trust can 
help maintain the financial 

security and lifestyle of an 
individual with special needs. 
Furthermore, a special needs 
trust can allow the trust’s 
beneficiary to receive financial 
support for supplemental needs 
without losing public benefits, 
such as Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) and Medicaid. 
    Here’s how it works: You, as 
the trust’s grantor, establish the 
trust and name a trustee who 
is responsible for managing 
the trust. You can fund the 
trust with gifts throughout 
your lifetime or from other 
sources, such as inheritances or 
court settlements. But another 
popular funding mechanism 
is life insurance, which the 
trust can purchase on the life 
of one or both parents of a 
special-needs child. And as 

long as the trust is also named 
the beneficiary of the policy, 
government benefits will be 
protected.   
    In a special needs trust, the 
role of trustee is important. A 
trustee must manage the funds 
within the trust and ensure 
those funds are used only to 
supplement SSI and Medicaid, 
the government programs 
that typically pay for food, 
housing and medicine. Instead, 
a special needs trust can be 
used for most other expenses, 
including transportation 
and travel, education, 
entertainment, professional 
services and personal items.  
    You could serve as trustee 
yourself or choose a relative 
or a trusted friend. Ideally, you 
want someone who’s familiar 

with your wishes and the 
needs of your family member 
with disabilities and who is 
also competent at managing 
finances and staying current on 
SSI and Medicaid regulations.  
    As an alternative, you 
could hire a professional trust 
company to manage your 
special needs trust. This type of 
company has expertise in asset 
management and government 
regulations and can provide 
you with strict recordkeeping 
of all the financial transactions 
associated with your trust. If 
you go this route, you’ll want 
to compare different trust 
companies’ costs and services. 
For such a personal matter as 
administering a trust for your 
special-needs family member, 
you’ll want to be sure you’re 

comfortable with whatever 
company you select. 
    Also, you’ll want to be 
familiar with some of the 
possible areas of concern 
regarding special needs trusts. 
For one thing, because the 
trustee totally controls when 
and how funds are distributed, 
beneficiaries can get frustrated 
if their requests for money 
are denied. Additionally, 
while third-party special 
needs trusts are funded by 
someone other than the 
beneficiary, first-party special 
needs trusts are funded by the 
beneficiary’s own assets — and 
for these first-party special 
needs trusts, the trust must 
typically pay back Medicaid 
for money it has spent on the 
beneficiary’s behalf after the 

death of the beneficiary. This 
repayment could deplete the 
trust, depriving secondary 
beneficiaries of any assets 
they might otherwise receive. 
Third-party special needs 
trusts do not require Medicaid 
repayment. 
    Consult with a legal 
professional before 
establishing a special needs 
trust to ensure this arrangement 
is appropriate for your family’s 
situation. But if it is, and if 
it’s managed properly, it can 
relieve you of some of the 
stress you may feel over the 
future of your loved one with 
special needs. 

 
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Kelsey Avants
1110 N. 10th Street | Duncan, OK 73533 | 580-255-4408
kelsey.avants@edwardjones.com | www.edwardjones.com

Special needs trust could ease families’ stress

HOLT ELECTRIC
Over 30 yEARS eXPERIENCE

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Estimates
Remodeling

New Construction
24 hour Service

580-365-4147
P.O. Box 131 * Sterling OK 73567*Lic#OK10531

Custom Bermuda 
Grass Sprigging

Custom Hay 
Baling & Cutting

580-550-0036 or 580-704-4126

Simms Garage Door Service

Residential Garage Door Replacement & Repair

Call 580-736-5414
KELLY SIMMS

FAST PROFESSIONAL SERVICE!

Do You Have To Wrestle 
With Your Insurance 
Company?

  Insurance, it’s probably the only thing you keep paying for 
that you hope you never have to use. But when an unfortunate 
situation does occur, you shouldn’t have to fight with your 
insurance provider to get the claim award you deserve.
  At Bartling, we’re always on your side and we’ll do everything 
we can to expedite any claim you make in a timely manner. 
We’re also proud to say that we offer the finest coverage 
for your health, your home, automobile and commercial 
property.
  Put the strength of a solid performer behind you. Call us 
now for a free, no obligation, price quote assessment of your 
current insurance needs.

Comanche
580-439-8809

Waurika
580-228-2085

INSURANCE
“Comfort Without Compromise”

Does your home have any of these symptoms?
 Rooms that get too hot or too cold?
 High utility bills?
 Thermostat wars with your spouse?
 High humidity in summer?
 House just never seems comfortable?
 There doesn’t seem to be enough airflow?

 Have been told by other contractors that the problem cannot be fixed?

If you answered YES to any of these questions, we can help!
Pippin Brothers has specialists that can pinpoint and correct these problems and, in many cases, you 
don’t even have to replace your equipment, with the solution usually being easier and costing a lot 
less than you may think.  There is no other contractor in Lawton more qualified than Pippin Brothers at 
diagnosing and correcting these annoying, inconvenient, unhealthy, comfort-compromising and energy-
wasting concerns.  Call us today and let us make your home Feel As Good As It Looks!  After all, 
your home is your largest investment and you and your family deserve to be comfortable - don’t you?

 Dust buildup within 2 days of dusting?
 Problems with your system since it’s been

installed?
 Anyone with allergies or asthma?
 AC starts and stops frequently or runs all

the time, and house is still not cool?

Call Today:
580-248-7924

www.PippinBrothers.com

UNCOMFORTABLE?



 June 12, 2023 Current           News     Page 7

Energy Trails volunteers recognized at State Capitol
By Carli Eubank

Last month, nearly 40 electric coop-
erative linemen were honored at the 
State Capitol for their efforts toward 
completing five international electrifi-
cation projects, sponsored by Oklaho-
ma’s electric cooperatives. The recog-
nized guests received a citation signed 
by Governor Stitt and lawmakers. 

Among those recognized were Cot-
ton Electric Safety and Loss Control 
Coordinator Jarrod Hooper. He has 
volunteered for two projects with 
Energy Trails and will return again 
this year as the project’s crew leader. 
Cotton Electric CEO Jennifer Mea-
son was also in attendance. She is a 
member of the Oklahoma Associa-
tion of Electric Cooperative’s Inter-
national Committee, and in the past, 
has served as a member of the Energy 
Trails Foundation Board of Directors. 
Meason was part of the speaker pan-
el who shared about their experiences 
with the international projects during 
the luncheon hosted by Oklahoma 
Association of Electric Cooperatives 
(OAEC). She shared about her trip to 
Guatemala with the Energy Trails In-
auguration Team in 2018.

“It was a life-changing experience 
that opened my eyes to the daily strug-
gles and strife so many people face 
around the world. It wasn’t that long 
ago that our own area faced those same 
obstacles and why members began 
forming cooperatives in the 1930s,” 
Meason said. “It was exhaustive work 
for the people of Guatemala to meet 
the barest of needs. It was a blessing 
to see how they interacted with our 
linemen and to witness the excitement 
on their faces when their homes were 
electrified. We knew that, in the days 
to come, many of their tasks would be 
made easier and their safety and quali-
ty of life would improve.”  

After enjoying a meal and fellow-
ship, volunteer linemen and guests 
made their way to the State Capitol. It 
wasn’t until the day before that Hoop-
er knew he would be one of the few 
volunteers recognized on the floor, 
standing alongside past Energy Trails 
project leaders Damon Lester, Derec 
Janaway and Mike Wolfe.   

“I was glad to have my wife with me 
that day, and together we got to see 
the large group of support of everyone 
connected to these projects and hear 
their own experiences,” Hooper said.

Bringing light to communities is the 
history and mission of electric cooper-
atives that continues to be exemplified 
- now across the world.  

“It was nice to be recognized on 
that level for completing five projects,” 
Hooper said, “and I really hope to see 
these projects continue to be carried 
out for a long time.” 

One of Meason’s biggest takeaways 
of that day is the hearts of service that 
Anna Politano, Chris Myers, OAEC 
staff and the project volunteers have. 
She mentions how honored she is to 
assist with the process and how proud 
she is of everyone involved and the 
legacy they are creating within the in-
dustry. 

“Everyone who participates in these 
projects comes back a different per-
son,” Meason said. “We’re giving the 
gift of electricity, but they are giving 
us the gift of perspective and apprecia-
tion for our history.” 

Oklahoma’s electric cooperatives es-
tablished a 501(c)3 not-for-profit, The 
Oklahoma Energy Trails Foundation, 
in support of continuing international 
electrification projects. To make a do-
nation or for more information, visit 
www.oaec.coop/co-op-difference/en-
ergy-trails/.

Cotton Electric Safety and Loss Coordinator Jarrod Hooper (second from 
right) was one of the few Energy Trails volunteers who were recognzied on the 
State Capitol floor. Photo courtesy of OAEC.

Cotton Electric CEO Jennifer Meason (third from left) spoke about her expe-
riences traveling to Guatemala in 2018 with the Energy Trails Inauguration 
Team. Photo courtesy of OAEC.

A large group were present to support and recognize nearly 40 volunteer 
linemen for their time and efforts to complete five Energy Trail projects.  Photo 
courtesy of OAEC.

CableCable
MEAT & FOOD SERVICEMEAT & FOOD SERVICE

Food Service Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 5:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Place orders 24/7 on our mobile app 
or online at cablefoodservice.comcablefoodservice.com

Wholesale delivery 
within 75 mile radius 
of Marlow.

Wholesale Food Distributor

Retail Store Hours:
Mon. - Fri.
8 - 4

FOR YOUR SUMMER COOKOUTS
TRY OUR T-N-T BURGERS!www.naturescapelawton.com

580-699-0626

11703 NW Cache Road 
Lawton, OK 73505

Rooted in QualityRooted in Quality

1941 W ELK, DUNCAN, OK  73533

OUR TEAM CAN MEET YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

580-252-7800

Bryan Fisher Karl Jacobs

Shorty Brown Craig Ferrell JB Smith

Brenda Knabe
580-251-0278 580-467-4915

580-467-1468 580-467-6736 580-229-5654

580-251-1195

Each RE/MAX office is independenlty owned and operated

580-252-7800

Brittany Gourney
580-467-1026

Melody Herrington
580-656-3023

Melissa Perkins
580-475-4226

Lovett Ranch Hay Bailing
Macy Lovett

lovettranch@gmail.com
580-313-0394
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Staying safe on the farm and ranch this harvest season, all year long
We don’t have to remind those who work the land 

and raise livestock that they have a potentially dan-
gerous occupation. However, due to the nature of 
the job, and because of long days and tiring work, 
here are some reminders about electrical dangers on 
the farm or ranch.

Overhead power lines
If you make contact with a power line, guy wire, 

power pole, electrical box or any other electrical 
equipment, do not get out of your cab or truck. Stay 
put and call 9-1-1 to dispatch the local utility to 
de-energize the power. If you must get out due to 
smoke or fire, make a solid jump out without touch-
ing any part of the tractor or vehicle, and hop away 
as far as you can, keeping both feet together as you 
hop. Another option (after you make a clean exit) 
is to shuffle or waddle away while keeping your feet 
together and on the ground.

Once you are out, never try to re-enter the cab or 
truck.

Remember: If your machinery or vehicle comes in 
contact with a power line or other utility equipment, 
do not get out of the cab. Stray power could energize 
your equipment and the ground. Call 9-1-1 and wait 
for us to arrive and cut the power so that you can safely 
exit your tractor or vehicle.

Determine proper clearance
Contact us to measure power line heights; do not 

do this yourself. Once you know the heights, you 
can determine appropriate equipment, implements 
and extension clearances. Keep in mind that due to 
wear, age and even weather conditions, power lines 
can change height. Please contact us with any con-
cerns. It’s good to know power line clearance, but 
always have a spotter.

Call us before moving or adding a grain 
bin

The National Electrical Safety Code addresses 
grain bins and their proximity to power lines with 
very specific requirements. The requirements are 
in place to help keep farmers safe by decreasing the 
chances of farming equipment and machinery com-
ing in contact with power lines. If you are planning 
on building a new grain bin or remodeling around 
an area that already has one, contact Cotton Electric 
at 580-875-3351. We can help with specific code re-
quirements. The taller a grain bin, the farther it must 
be placed from a power line.

Always dig safely
Whether you are installing new fence posts or 

using large tillage tools, call 811 before you dig to 
have underground utilities marked. Even if you 
think you know where buried gas, power and other 
lines are, don’t rely on your memory. Get all utilities 
marked so that you know for sure. Utility locators 
dispatched by 811 do not mark private lines.

Use standby generators with care
If you have a standby generator to provide essen-

tial power during an outage, be sure to correctly use 
the transfer switch. Once you properly engage the 
switch, it stops your farm’s generated power from 
entering utility lines, aka backfeeding, which can 
electrocute lineworkers who are working to restore 
power.

For more information about electrical safety, visit 
CottonElectric.com or SafeElectricity.org.

General safety
• Check and maintain equipment, especially elec-

tric cables and hydraulic hoses that have cracks or 
show other signs of wear.

• Always have someone nearby when entering 
grain bins or other high-risk areas.

• Check all buildings and grounds for fire hazards 
and hazardous materials.

• Assess how any chemicals are stored and make 
sure children and animals can’t access them.

• Make a list of chemicals for firefighters in case a 
fire breaks out on your farm or ranch.

• Establish a safety boundary around gas and fuel 
tanks.

• Don’t skimp on safety: wear eye and ear protec-
tion, gloves, and face masks and respirators when 
appropriate.

• Shield all PTO-powered machinery and keep 
others away.

• Outfit tractors and trucks with fire extinguish-
ers.

• Never exit a tractor or truck without placing it in 
park or engaging the emergency brakes.

• Discuss safety concerns with children and ex-
plain safe operating procedures. You can never start 
too young, and they watch what you do.

General safety tips source: Hobby Farms

Have a safe harvest season by staying aware of 
possible electrical hazards. 

Lawton Farmers Market
Saturdays 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

77 SW 4th St.

A year-round market located 
in the heart of downtown 

Lawton, Oklahoma. 

For vendor inquiries please call: 
Cindy Nocton (580) 678-9472

LawtonFarmersMarket.com
(580) 755-0265
(940) 447-3600 
REDRIVERGARAGEDOORSLLC@GMAIL.COM

(580) 755-0265
(940) 447-3600 
REDRIVERGARAGEDOORSLLC@GMAIL.COM

FREE QUOTES 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
FREE QUOTES 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Serving the Southwest Area

-Farm Pond and Lake Construction-

Building Farm Ponds & Private Lakes 
In the Cotton Electric Service Area
“Wealth is not measured in dollars.”“Wealth is not measured in dollars.”

Call Bruce At- 580-641-1952Call Bruce At- 580-641-1952

• Fence Rows • Building Pads • 
• Land Clearing • Dredging • Pond Repair •

Bulldozers, Trackhoe Scrapers & Loaders

CALL US FOR A FREE 
& PERSONALIZED 

HOME VALUE ASSESSMENT

580.248.8800
If your home is currently listed, this is not an attempt to secure a listing. Each office 
is independently owned and operated.

Rural properties are 
in demand! Let’s find 

a buyer for yours!

Looking to Sell 
Your Rural Home?

Sold

PAMandBARRY.com
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Local mechanic shop stays geared up for the community
By Carli Eubank

Vehicles are a huge part of life’s 
moments – both big and small ones. 
Whether it’s taking kids to school or 
road tripping across the country with 
friends, vehicles are depended on to 
get its passengers to their destination 
safely. Cotton Electric member David 
Ladwig and his crew at Marlow Kwik 
Lube understand how essential their 
work is and do their best to take care of 
the vehicle and the people in its seats. 

Marlow Kwik Lube has been in busi-
ness for 20 years, but Ladwig didn’t 
own the business until November 
2021. They are one of the newest ad-
ditions to Cotton Electric’s Co-op 
Connections program, becoming a 
business partner in 2022. Their dis-
count is $5 off full-service oil changes 
to Cotton Electric members who have 
their Co-op Connections card.

Ladwig grew up working on cars at 
his father’s mechanic shop but never 
imagined that he would be following 
his father’s footsteps for his career. But 
after taking a leap of faith and stepping 
away from his previous job, Ladwig 
and his family decided to open busi-
ness on the south curve of Highway 81 
in Marlow. 

“The focus for my family and my 
business is to let people know we try 
to invest in the community, do right by 
everybody and help those we can along 
the way,” Ladwig said. “God has really 
blessed us with that opportunity here.”

The Marlow Kwik Lube crew offers 
oil changes, sells and repairs tires, does 
light mechanical work and more, but 
their main service remains being there 
for the community. One of the ways 
people can see Ladwig’s connection to 
community is the building’s new mu-

ral of a blue, classic pick-up in-front of 
red and white stripes of the American 
flag. 

“I reached out to the Marlow art 
department for this project because 
I wanted to further that relationship 
and let others know we care about the 
kids in this community,” Ladwig said. 
“Plus, it allows those students to cre-
ate something that will be around for 
a long time.”

Being a Co-op Connections part-
ner is another way that Ladwig tries to 
reach out to the community. 

“We try to open people’s eyes to the 
advantage of this program through our 
window stickers and Facebook page 
because it’s a great way for us to help 
others out by saving them a few dollars 
when they come in for an oil change,” 
Ladwig said.

Marlow Kwik Lube offers other 
discounts, including Ladies Day ev-
ery Tuesday where any female can get 

$5 off their oil change, and any first 
responders or veterans receive a dis-
count, as well. 

“I truly believe that God never bless-
es anybody for them to keep it all to 
themselves, so I want to take oppor-
tunities when I can to bless others and 
be a light,” Ladwig said. “I’m grateful 
to have really good employees, and we 
all share the same thought process of 
working in excellence, being friendly 
and taking care of people.”

Don’t have your Co-op Connections 
card? No problem! They are available 
to all members and can be down-
loaded in the app, printed online, or 
picked up at Cotton Electric offices in 
Walters or Duncan. You can also visit 
www.connections.coop.com or www.
cottonelectric.com under the Member 
Services tab to discover how you can 
be part of this free, money-saving op-
portunity.

Marlow Kwik Lube
$5 off full service oil changes

Students in Marlow’s art department recently completely a mural on the Mar-
low Kwik Lube building. Photo by Carli Eubank.

The Marlow Kwik Lube team (pictured left to right): Justin Reynolds, David 
Ladwig, Kenny Mandrell and Talynn Reynolds. Photo by Carli Eubank.

STORE
Mon.-Sat. 6 AM-8PM
Sunday 7 AM-8PM

7503 E. HWY 29
580-658-5211

DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS
Dine In - Carry Out - Call Ins Welcome

OPEN 7 DAYS
 A WEEK

RESTAURANT
Mon.-Sat. 6 AM-2PM
Sunday 7 AM-2PM

Call-ins and Take Out (7 Days a week) 2PM-6PM

REDDIRT FENCING
FARM & RANCH FENCING

Wire Fencing
Pipe Fencing
Corrals
Gates

Marlow, OK
Boyd Nunn

OWNER
580-641-0377

Comanche 
Seed & Grain

580-439-2770

120 S.1st
Comanche, Ok 

$1off

When you buy 10 or more
Sorghum-Sudangrass Seed
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Visit Connections.coop to Save
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SAVE ON
– DINING
– TRAVEL
– HEALTH
+ MUCH MORE 

LOCAL
AND

NATIONAL
DISCOUNTS

DOWNLOAD

TODAY

EAT. SHOP. ENJOY.

3B Industries
Free wash token with 
purchase of 10.
 
AA Computer Services, Inc.
20% off service.
Not allowed to redeem with any 
other offers or apply to services 
already on special. 
 
ABC Transmission 
& Motor Company
10% off any service, 
excluding already discounted 
or sale services. 
 
A Scent for You 
Member Discount on 
Monthly Specials. 
 
Arvest Bank 
Open new checking account, 
receive a free financial review. 
Valid at Lawton, Duncan and 
Chickasha branches. 
 
Billingsley Ford 
of Lawton, Inc.
10% discount on all service 
department repairs, up to a $40 
discount. No parts or body shop 
repairs included.
 
Billingsley Ford Lincoln Mercury  
of Duncan, Inc
10% discount on all service 
department repairs, up to a $40 
discount. No parts or body shop 
repairs included.

Brooks Meat Market
10% off meat purchases 
over $20.
 
Cast & Bang Outfitters 
Authorized ASF Dealer
10% Off ASF Products and 5% 
Off Guided Hunts. Discount can 
not be applied to transportation 
quotes for ASF products. 
Discount can not be applied to 
food and lodging on guided hunts.
 
Chisholm Trail Heritage Center
$1 off admission per card, 
per visit. 
 
Cinnabon
Buy a Classic Cinnabon get a 
free coffee. 
Offer valid only at Cinnabon 
location in Central Plaza. 
 
Cosmetic Specialty Labs, Inc.
50% off open stock products. 
 
Debbie’s Little Books
10% off of regular purchase price 
of personalized books.  
 
Edwards Family Vision
10% off of complete glasses. 
 
Horse Sense Graphics
15% off orders over $100.
 
Infinity Computer Systems
10% off all labor.  

Johnson & Johnson 
Locksmith and Door
10% off of all services. Card must 
be present at time of service and 
prior to any ordering of parts. 
 
Ligon’s Garden Center
10% off your purchase. 
 
Linda and Sarah’s Carpets
Free vacuum cleaner with 
purchase of $2,000 on 
Stainmaster carpets. 
 
Marlow Kwik Lube
$5 off full service oil changes. 
 
Medicine Park Aquarium & 
Natural Sciences Center
10% off admission or 
annual passes. 
 
Nita’s Flowers
10% discount. 
 
Pink Rebel Clothing Co.
15% off all regular 
priced purchases. 
 
Rick Wylie Construction
5% discount on 8x10 & 6x8 
storm shelters; 10% discount on 
8x12 and larger. 

Showman’s Choice
10% off Professional’s Choice 
merchandise.

Stephens County 
Humane Society
$10.00 off adoption fee. 
 
Sue Cabelka, Realtor
$500 off seller’s closing costs. 
 
Sylvan Learning
Schedule an assessment and 
$40 will be deducted from the 
cost.  
 
The Salt Cellar
15% off non-sale items, 
excluding boxed cards and gift 
cards. 
 
Wichita Furniture
10% off new purchases. 

Now has Porta 
Potties available!

BK Equipment

GIVE US A CALL 
580-252-0013

Father’s Day 
Special

Voted #1 
Furniture and Mattress 

store in Lawton. 

Largest Selection.
Lowest Prices.

1127 NW Cache RD
Lawton, OK 73507

Buy any sofa set or recliner 
and get any recliner 
HALF PRICE.

Just arrived, new 
truckloads of 
recliners!

Hurry in.
Sale ends 
June 19th.
Free delivery 
within 24 hours.
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Co-op Life
Creating sweet memories: from fields to communities 
By Carli Eubank

Sometimes life feels like 
you’re buzzing from one 
place to another or like you’re 
swarmed with thoughts and 
to-do lists. Even in those cha-
otic seasons sweet moments 
are mixed in. People often ex-
perience these seasons, but for 
Cotton Electric member Tra-
vis Adkins, he has a different 
perspective as a beekeeper and 
the owner of BeeWise LLC. 

Adkins got involved with 
beekeeping about 10 years 
ago, but his interest in that 
work goes back to when he 
was growing up in Stillwa-
ter. His granddad ran a truck 
garden, raising vegetables for 
market and watching this as a 
kid inspired Adkins to follow 
his granddad’s footsteps. 

 “I always wanted to have a 
garden when I got older and 
had a place of my own,” Ad-
kins said. “After I settled in 
Duncan and got married, we 
started our garden but it strug-
gled in the beginning.”

Some friends at church en-
couraged him to get into bee-
keeping, but it didn’t seem like 
the right time for Adkins to 
invest. Until one day, he came 
home to a swarm of bees on a 
tree. Adkins called one of his 
friends who was a beekeeper 
who made the comment that 
this is probably a good time 
for Adkins to begin beekeep-
ing.  Once they gathered the 
hive and placed them by the 
garden, the crops did much 
better, and Adkins began a 
new adventure. 

“After I got that hive of bees 
through the winter, I ordered 
two more colonies for the 
garden,” Adkins said. “Once 
my family and I saw how well 
the garden was doing, we were 
sold and expanded our colo-
nies to 150.”

Adkins dove into research 
about beekeeping and visited 
with some influential friends 
who have helped him along 
the way since he started. He 
is also involved in multiple 
organizations, including the 
Southwest Oklahoma Bee-
keepers Association, where 
he’s networked with beekeep-
ers from all across the country.

Adkins has colonies of Ital-
ian bees scattered across dif-
ferent locations, including 
Duncan, Marlow, Waurika, 
Lawton and more. These plots 
follow the nectar flow, which 
usually lasts from the end of 
April until harvest time in 
July. During this season, Ad-
kins checks on the colonies 
every week or couple of weeks 
to manage space for the bees. 

“If bees don’t have enough 
space they will want to swarm, 
resulting in losing half of the 
hive population that are need-
ed to produce a honey crop,” 
Adkins said. 

During the winter season, 
Adkins condenses his colonies 
down to just a couple of loca-
tions, allowing him to manage 
them easier. Once he makes 
sure the bees have enough 
treatment and resources be-
fore the cold temperatures 
arrive, they don’t require as 
much maintenance until the 
spring season arrives again.

“Bees work at their own 
schedule, and you have to be 
available at their schedule,” 
Adkins said. “It is time con-
suming and a lot of quick 
changes of directions come 
with phone calls about differ-
ent jobs to be done.”

Maintaining his colonies 
isn’t Adkins’ only avenue of 
beekeeping. He also assists 
with bee removals, pollinator 
contracts and selling products 
from their crop. 

After completing a bee re-
moval, Adkins adds the colo-
ny to an existing apiary where 
he provides a new hive, frames 
and resources for the bees to 
get a jumpstart in the new en-
vironment. 

“Bees are hardwired for 
sustainability, so they will do 
whatever it takes to survive,” 
Adkins said.

As the business built up over 
the years, Adkins and his wife 
began selling products sourced 
from their colonies. Products 
include a variety of beekeep-
ing supplies, honey products, 
skincare products and more. 
Members can find Bee Wise 
products at local establish-
ments, such as the Quick Mart 
in Waurika, Thompson Phar-
macy in Comanche, Marlow 
Food Market in Marlow, Rid-
ley Meat Market in Duncan 
and Viridian Coffee locations 
in southwest Oklahoma. For a 
complete list of products and 
store locations, visit www.bee-
wisellc.com. 

A lot of thought went into 
deciding the name of Adkins’ 
business, and the result of the 
whimsical logo and name is a 
play on words with multiple 
meanings. 

“It’s an encouragement 
for others to be wise in their 
choices throughout life,” Ad-
kins said. “It’s also a remind-
er for me as I’m conducting 
business and working to be an 
example as I’m going through 
life and part of that is being 
wise in how we conduct our-
selves.”

 One of the biggest chal-
lenges Adkins and other 
beekeepers face is the loss of 
habitat for bees and other pol-
linators. 

 Brenda Gandy-Jones at 
Stephens County OSU Exten-
sion explained how members 

can help increase habitats for 
pollinators in their own back-
yard by providing them re-
sources from everyday house-
hold items.

“One way to help pollinators 
is to provide a water source,” 
Gandy-Jones said. “They love 
fruit, like a banana peel, and 
letting those foods ferment in 
some water can help attract 
pollinators.”

 If members are interest-
ed in more ways to help the 
pollinator population, Gan-
dy-Jones encourages those to 
visit the Okies for Monarchs 
website at www.okiesformon-
archs.org. OSU Extension 
offices can also provide fact 
sheets on popular nectar and 
pollen plants, landscaping op-
tions and more. 

Even though there are dif-
ferent elements, challenges 

and time commitments that 
come with beekeeping, Ad-
kins enjoys how it provides 
some reflective solitude, time 
to gather his thoughts and 
consider things without a lot 
of distraction.

“I work on technical things 
most of the time, and beekeep-
ing provides solitude and time 
to be by yourself,” Adkins said. 
“I’ve really enjoyed it because 
it’s not complicated and it’s 
therapeutic.”

 For more information 
about pollinators, landscap-
ing, beekeeping and more, 
visit the OSU Extension web-
site at www.extension.okstate.
edu/ or stop by your local Ex-
tension office. Members can 
also visit www.beewisellc.com 
to learn more about Adkins’ 
business, BeeWise, LLC.

Cotton Electric member Travis Adkins looks for the queen bee from the new 
hive. Photo by Carli Eubank.

Adkins checks on his colonies at one of his plot locations near Waurika Lake. 
Photo by Carli Eubank.

Hairy Vetch is one of southwest Oklahoma’s most common nectar and pollen 
plants. Photo courtesy of Canva.

Bee Fun Facts
It takes about 7-8 pounds of honey to
produce one pound of wax

A colony is typically made up of
3-15% of drones (male bees)

Italian bees are one of the most
common subspecies in southwest
Oklahoma

The Southwest Oklahoma
Beekeepers Association meets at
the Stephens County Fairgrounds
in Duncan monthly
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Oaklee Fischer embraces the “Rural America” life as she runs  through 
a field of golden wheat in Chattanooga. Photo courtesy of Cotton Elec-
tric member Tiffany Logue.

Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest. The theme 
for July is Agriculture! Entries can be emailed to TheCurrent@Cot-
tonElectric.com or mailed to The Current, 226 N. Broadway, Walters, 
OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric prize.

PHOTO
MONTH

OF THE

PHOTO
MONTH

OF THE

PHOTO
MONTH

OF THE

If you would like your community 
event listed in the July issue, please sub-
mit information by calling 580-875-
3351 or send an email to TheCurrent@
CottonElectric.com by June 30. Only 
events occuring after July 17 will be 
published in the next issue.

Editor’s Note: We recommend check-
ing for cancellations with local sources 
before attending any event.

Cycling through SWOK
Tour of the Wichitas offers beauti-

ful cycling routes through some of the 
most enchanting scenery in Southwest 
Oklahoma. Registration fees range 
from $35 to $50. The event is set to 
begin at 8 a.m. on June 17 at Fort Sill 
in Lawton. For more information or 
to register, visit www.tourofthewichi-
tas.com/2023-tour-of-the-wichitas.

Bray Community Fireworks
The annual Bray Community Fire-

works show is set for 2023. There will 
be activities for families to enjoy, in-
cluding vendors, bounce houses, food 
trucks and more. Vendors set-up time 
is at 4 p.m. Live entertainment will 
take the stage with Anthony Spencer 
at 5 p.m. and Oklahoma Outlaws at 
6:30 p.m. The fireworks show will be-
gin at dusk. Handicap parking will be 
available in front of the Community 
Building. Supporters of the firework 
show can stop by The Bray Store and 
donate to have a “firecracker” dis-
played on the store wall with their 
name. Funds raised through the raffle 
will benefit the winner of the draw-
ing and half of the proceeds will go 
toward the 2024 fireworks show. For 
more information about the event or 
vendor spots, email braycommunity-
fireworks@gmail.com.

Annual Freedom Festival
Attend the annual Lawton-Fort Sill 

Freedom Festival at Elmer Thomas 
Park for a day full of Independence 
Day fun. This family-friendly event 
will feature one of the largest fireworks 
displays in Oklahoma along with 
many other fun activities, including 
face painting, pony rides, the bounce 
house and more activities. Food and 
drink vendors will also be available. 
Stick around until nightfall with the 
event’s finale of a massive fireworks 
display choreographed to music. No 
personal fireworks, alcohol or pets. 
Service animals only. The event is June 
30 through July 1 at Elmer Thomas 
Park, Third and NW Ferris Avenue, 
Lawton. For more information, visit 
www.lawtonok.gov or call 580-581-
3470.

Local old-fashioned celebration
Head to Marlow for the annual 

Old-Fashioned Independence Day 
Celebration. The festivities kick off 
with a parade on Main Street, com-
plete with floats, horses, antique auto-

mobiles and tractors, Shriner clowns 
and more. The parade leads into fam-
ily-friendly activities at Redbud Park, 
such as arts and crafts, game booths, 
rides, various food vendors and histor-
ic re-enactments. Stick around until 
9:30 p.m. for one of the biggest fire-
works displays in southern Oklahoma. 
The day begins with the parade set to 
start at 9 a.m. on July 4 on Main Street 
in Marlow. For more information, vis-
it www.cityofmarlow.com or call 580-
658-2212. 

Heroes celebrated in Lawton

Make your way to Lawton for the 
Heroes of America Fireworks Show 
and tribute to all military and first-re-
sponders. Celebrate Independence 
Day with live entertainment, food 
and drink vendors, children’s activi-
ties and more. Parking and admission 
are free. Festivities are set for July 4 at 
the Apache Event Field, 2315 E. Gore 
Blvd., Lawton. For more information, 
call 580-248-5905.

Food pantry open once monthly

Walters Community Food Pantry 
is open from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. on the 
second Saturday of each month. The 
pantry is in the old City Hall, 131 1/2 
W. California Street. Pantry organiz-
ers try to provide a two-week supply 
of basic staples to anyone with identi-
fication and proof of Cotton County 
residency. Monetary donations may 
be sent to Food Pantry, c/o Paul Met-
calfe, 211 E. Colorado St., Walters, 
OK 73572. For information, call Rog-
er Noland at 580-591-6826.        

Blessings Boutique open monthly

Marlow First United Methodist 
Church opens its Blessings Boutique 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. every first and 
third Tuesday of the month. 

Clothing donation drop-off days 
are Tuesdays, or donors can call the 
church at 580-658-2765 to make oth-
er arrangements. 

Grief group meeting in Duncan

The Heritage Oaks Church of The 
Nazarene is hosting a “Grief and Be-
reavement” group. The focus of the 
group, led by Phil and Nancy Evans, is 
to offer a safe place for those who have 
gone through the passing of a loved 
one to share their feelings, to create 
an environment where it is conducive 
to find friendship with others going 
through the grief process, and to bring 
healing and hope to those who have 
struggled with loss. The group meets 
each Tuesday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Heritage Oaks Church of 
The Nazarene, 4595 W. Beech, Dun-
can. For questions or more informa-
tion, contact the church at 580-255-
2869 or Pastor Jon at 580-730-9431.

See A GreAt Show l help provide viSion CAre For StephenS County Children

7:30 p.m.
June 22, 23, 24

Claud Gill Arena

at the 42nd Annual Duncan Noon Lions Open

Sponsored by

Stop by our display yard at Land Pros in Duncan, across from the Stephens County 
Fairgrounds on South Hwy 81.  Let us design and price your custom building.

Come by, call or e-mail for a free quote!

Carports, Garages, Barns, 
Metal Buildings

BestBarnsandCarports.office@gmail.com
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Scientists from multiple universi-
ties in Japan have collaborated to pro-
duce chicken eggs that do not contain 
ovomucoid (OVM), the protein in 
egg whites that most often causes an 
allergic response. Their study, which 
also examined the safety of these eggs, 
was published in Food and Chemical 
Toxicology in March 2023. Ezaki and 
colleagues hypothesized that these 
“OVM knockout eggs” could be con-
sumed by individuals allergic to eggs 
and could be used to produce vaccines 
that can be administered to patients 
who have egg allergies.

Egg allergy is the second most com-
mon allergen among children. Al-
though many outgrow the allergy, it is 
estimated that 1% of adults are allergic 
to eggs. Egg and egg components are 
widely used in food manufacturing and 
the manufacturing of certain vaccines. 
Currently the only way to handle an 
egg allergy is to completely avoid eggs, 
foods made with eggs and egg compo-
nents, and non-food items made with 
egg components (certain medications 
and vaccines and even craft supplies). 

Eggs are nutrient dense. For just 70 
calories one egg provides six grams 
of protein and is a good or excellent 
source of 8 vitamins/minerals. Scram-
bled eggs are soft and easy to self-feed 
for children. Outside of times of supply 
chain constraints, eggs are an afford-
able source of high-quality nutrition.  

While many children outgrow their 
egg allergy, completely eliminating 
egg and egg components from the 
diet is challenging and can be expen-
sive depending on where you live and 
the availability of egg-free products. 
Avoiding whole eggs and homemade 
food with egg as an ingredient is just 
the tip of the iceberg. Eggs and egg 
components are often listed under 
completely different names on ingredi-
ent labels. 

The “OVM knockout eggs” pro-
duced in this study did not contain de-
tectable amounts of the most common 
protein in eggs that trigger an allergic 
response. The researchers concluded 
that initial testing indicates that the 
“OVM knockout eggs” are less aller-
genic but people who are highly sen-
sitive to OVM could still have a reac-

tion. They propose that patients with 
an egg allergy may be able to eat these 
eggs when used in cooked foods.

“OVM knockout eggs” won’t be on 
store shelves any time soon, but it is 
exciting to learn about the potential 
impact of scientific advancements like 
gene-editing for individuals with food 
allergies. 

The egg of the future could be less allergenic

Kim Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD

p o r ta b l e  T o i l e t   R E N TA L Sp o r ta b l e  T o i l e t   R E N TA L S

9 4 0 - 2 8 5 - 1 4 7 19 4 0 - 2 8 5 - 1 4 7 1

sa n i tat i o nsa n i tat i o n

Scientist have worked together to create eggs that don’t contain ovomucoid, 
which can cause allergic responses.

580-255-0183climatecontrolco.net
GIVE US A CALL

COOL
KEEP IT

T H I S  S U M M E R

Sunday-Thursday: 11:00 am to 9:00 pm

Friday & Saturday: 11:00 am to 10:00 pm

Turkey Terrace RV ParkTurkey Terrace RV Park
2909 S Whaley Rd2909 S Whaley Rd

Marlow, OKMarlow, OK
580-721-0403580-721-0403
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5755 N. Highway 81, Duncan, OK

www.dehartair.com
580-252-22051201 S. 4th St.

Chickasha, OK 73018
www.dehartac.com

deharts7@yahoo.com

Seth DeHart

ENGINEERING SERVICE & CONTRACTING

Cotton Electric Co-Op Rebates Available On: *16 Seer, 17 Seer, 18 Seer(+) Air 
Source Heat Pumps. *New Water Heaters And Mini-Splits. *New Geo-Thermal 

Systems & Replacement Systems. 

 Dehart Air Conditioning offers maintenance plans to keep systems healthy!
*Rebates Available in many OMPA Member cities  *Restrictions apply30% Federal Tax Credit for Geothermal Systems

30% Federal Tax Credit 
EXTENDED Through 2032!

Call us today for more information! 580-252-2205

HOME • COMMERCIAL • LIFE • AUTO • BOAT • MOTORCYCLE • CAMPER

JAMIE SLATE AGENCY

1040 W. Main St. 
Duncan, OK 73533 

 
jslate@farmersagent.com

Office (580) 786-4771 
Fax (918) 512-4899 

WE HAVE MOVED!

WE  HAVE 
MOVED!

5669 N. HWY 81
DUNCAN, OK 73533

Come see how we can 
turn your back yard 
into a relaxing oasis!

(580) 252-7114

Above ground pools, 
Hot tubs, Equipment, 
Chemicals, Cleaning 

supples and Toys too!

A Sweet and Tangy 
Summer Classic

Heat oven to 350° F.
Line 9-by-13-inch baking pan with foil; allow overhang. Grease foil with non-

stick cooking spray; set aside.
In large bowl, whisk 2 cups flour, 1/2 cup powdered sugar, cornstarch and salt.
Using pastry blender, cut in butter until mixture resembles crumbs. Press mix-

ture into bottom of baking pan. Bake 18-20 minutes.
To make filling: In medium bowl, whisk eggs, sugar, remaining flour, lemon 

zest, lemon juice and light cream.
Pour filling over hot crust. Bake 15-20 minutes.
Cool completely on wire rack. 
Grasp foil overhang and lift from pan. Cut into bars. Sprinkle powdered sugar 

over bars before serving.

 Nonstick cooking spray
2 cups, plus 3 tablespoons, 

all-purpose flour, divided
1/2 cup powdered sugar, plus ad-

ditional, for topping
2 tablespoons cornstarch
1/4 teaspoon salt

3/4 cup butter
4 eggs, lightly beaten
1 1/2 cups granulated sugar
1 teaspoon lemon zest
3/4 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup light cream, half-and-half 

or milk

Lemon Bars
Recipe adapted from Better Homes and Gardens

(Family Features) While lemon is a traditional summer flavor, you can add a 
little extra to your gatherings – from picnics and brunches – with this classic 
dessert. Quick and easy to make, these Lemon Bars feature a soft crust and a 
tangy, sweet filling topped with powdered sugar.

Find more recipes perfect for summer at Culinary.net.
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Call Today
580-248-7924

www.PippinBrothers.com

Minerals in your water form scale deposits that build up inside your 
pipes, water heater, shower heads, and other water using equipment like 
cholesterol in your arteries.  These deposits significantly decrease the 
efficiency of your plumbing systems.  Drinking water and icemakers are 
also negatively affected, as are health quality of water and taste.  Hard 
water is not safe for you, your family or your home.

Is Your Water Safe?

 Maintain healthy calcium & magnesium levels
 No sodium added to water
 No waste water  vs. up to 10,000 gallons per

year with salt softeners
 No environmental discharge of salt or chemicals
 Reduces iron staining

Benefits of a No-Salt Water Conditioning System:

Give Your Back a Break…Stop Adding Salt to Your Softener

 Extends appliance life by 50% or more
 Descales inside of pipes & water heater
 Cleaner bodies, clothes, and dishes
 25% or more reduced detergent use
 Clothing will last longer
 Cleaner more refreshing water

 Improves water heater efficiency and thus lowers energy bills

1 Yr. Cylinder Lease $40.95

Starlite Welding Supplies

506 Industrial Ave.--By Duncan Cemetery
Mon.-Fri., 8 am -5 pm; Sat., 8 am -12 noon

Home-owned by Kenneth/Jeff Golay
Since 1991 580-252-8320

SPECIALS on Welders/Generators    

Torch & Regulator Repair
Welder-Torch Kit Specials

westerncommissioncompany.comOKLAHOMA CITY
Mon/Tues  8am

Ben I. Hale 
405.235.8908
940.631.2333

COMANCHE
Wednesday 9am

Peyton D. Hale
580.439.8865
817.888.0657

Visit us on Facebook for 
 weekly Market Reports

401 School Rd. - Temple, OK
(855) 212-5809
Newly Remodeled, 

1, 2 or 3 Bedroom Apartments
Extra Storage, Central H&A,

Stove & Refrigerator, Carpet & Mini 
Blinds, Washer/Dryer Hookups & 

On-Site Laundry. Rental Assistance 
HUD Section 8 Accepted.
This institution is an equal

opportunity provider & employer.

Apartment Homes
TDD 711

Park Plaza
Village

Citrus, Mango and 
Pineapple Salsa

Recipe adapted from becomingness.com

Fresh Summer Salsa
(Culinary.net) It’s time to kick off summer with a bang. With exciting summer 

events like baseball, sunbathing and barbecues filling social calendars, comes a 
whole new array of fresh, sunny day snacks just waiting to be devoured. 

If you’re in the mood for something sweet with a hint of spice, try this Citrus, 
Mango and Pineapple Salsa. It features fresh, fruity flavors from the pineapple, 
mango, lemon and lime plus a surprising bite of jalapeno. It’s the perfect balance 
of sweet and zesty. 

This light, warm weather appetizer is perfect for pool parties or dining al fres-
co. A fresh twist on traditional salsa, this recipe will have people lining up for a 
second scoop to help beat the heat.

Enjoy it with tortilla chips or as a topping on your favorite tacos to add a little 
sweetness to a traditionally savory meal.

For more fresh summertime recipes, visit Culinary.net. 

In large bowl, combine pineapple, mango, tomato, onion, jalapeno, coriander, 
lime juice, lemon juice and salt and pepper, to taste. With rubber spatula, mix 
all ingredients together. 

Taste and season with additional salt and pepper, if desired.
Serve with tortilla chips.

1 1/4 cup fresh pineapple, diced
1 1/4 cup fresh mango, diced
2 tomatoes
1/2 red onion, diced
1 jalapeno, finely chopped
1 tablespoon coriander

2 tablespoons lime juice
1 tablespoon lemon juice
 sea salt, to taste
 fresh cracked pepper, to taste
 tortilla chips, for serving

...the water is NOT fine

1. Electric shock drowning.

2. Carbon monoxide poisoning from boat exhaust.

3. Contaminated water from a storm or spill.

4. Impact from a boat or its propellers.

Learn more at:

DANGERS of swimming at a marina include:

Marinas are not meant to be swimming areas because docks 
and boats can carry sources of electricity. If this electricity seeps 
into the water due to faulty wiring, the water becomes energized.

If you are exposed to water that is charged with electrical current, 
you can be shocked and even drown — this is known as electric 
shock drowning. There are also other dangers of swimming near 
a marina.

Ensure marinas have ground fault circuit 
interrupters installed and that they are 
tested o�en. Keep your boat’s electrical 
system well-maintained and have it 
inspected regularly.
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Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from 
the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudo-

ku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only 
once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle!

SWIMMING 
POOL SAFETY 
WORD SEARCH
Water and electricity never mix. Always practice safety 
when you’re near or in the swimming pool this summer. 
Read the following safety tips, then find and circle the 
bolded words in the puzzle below.

Never bring electrical devices near a swimming pool. Electrical            
devices that come in contact with water can cause electric shock. 

When possible, use battery-operated devices when outdoors 
near a swimming pool.

Outdoor electrical outlets should be dry or covered.  

If you hear thunder, immediately exit the swimming pool. 
Thunderstorms and lightning may be near.

Brandon Smiley
580.251.1215
redlinetrailersandmore@gmail.com

Duncan, OK

Stock • Utility • Dump • Equipment • Tilt 

Free trailer lock with purchase of a trailer!

SHOWMAN’S CHOICE
FOR ALL YOUR HORSE TACK 

& SHOW SUPPLY NEEDS.

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:00-5:30
        SAT 10:00-2:00

1205 SW SHERIDAN RD
LAWTON, OK  73505

580-355-7469

 FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Call/Text
580-656-0450 Ryan Mora

The Old StationThe Old StationThe Old Station
925 6th Street/US HWY 81

Ryan, OK 73565

580-757-2425580-757-2425580-757-2425
theoldstation.ryanok@gmail.com

New Tires, Flat Repairs, 
Oil Changes, Brakes, 

Exhaust, Hydraulic Hoses

For all of Your
Farming and Ranching Needs

Fertilizer
Chemicals

Feed & Seed
Farm Supplies

Your Co-op can blend and apply either 
Dry or Liquid Fertilizer

580-

Walters Co-op
580-875-3345

We Appreciate Your Business

-Call and Schedule your Needs-

D~N~A  Ranch
Custom Bermuda 
Grass Sprigging

David Edgmon
580•574•0068

KINDERTH
E

AGENCY

580-875-3314
NMLS ID 2177036

212 N Broadway, Walters, OK

More than just insurance, we offer 
Financial Protection & Peace of Mind.

Medicare & Health Options 

Home, Auto, & Life Insurance

Mortgage Financing
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Parting Shot

ENROLLMENT FOR THE
FALL 2023 SEMESTER

IS NOW OPEN.

YOUR EDUCATION IS OUR MISSION.
LET CAMERON UNIVERSIT Y HELP

YOU START ON THE PATH TO A
COLLEGE DEGREE. WE OFFER THE
MOST AFFORDABLE BACHELOR’S

AND GRADUATE DEGREES OF ANY
OKL AHOMA UNIVERSIT Y. KEEPING A OKL AHOMA UNIVERSIT Y. KEEPING A 
COLLEGE EDUCATION WITHIN YOUR 

REACH IS OUR PRIORIT Y.

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR SUCCESS!

2800 W. GORE BLVD. LAWTON, OK 
CALL 1-888-454-7600

 OR 580.581.2289  
WWW.CAMERON.EDU

WWW.DARBYSFURNITURE.COM

COMMISSION FREE 
SALES STAFF

(First Responder and Military Discounts)

E A R N H A R T
AUTOMOTIVE AND TRUCK PARTS, INC.

580-470-0570
2297 N HWY 81

Duncan, OK 73533
Hours:

Mon - Fri, 8 - 5:30
Saturday, 8 - 2:00

Sunday, Closed

• Automotive/Truck
• Heavy Truck
• Hoses (Hydraulic & A/C)
• Paint and Body

COME SEE US FOR ALL OF 
YOUR NEEDS!

Need to make a payment by phone?
Call our automated system at 

1-855-730-8711
Have your Cotton Electric account number 

and credit card or banking account numbers 
ready before making the call.

Cotton Electric member Ryan Schlabs snaps a photo of wheat harvest happen-
ing on his friend’s property called “The West Farm.” Photo courtesy of Ryan 
Schlabs.


